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If conventional cars and traditional
dealerships boreyou to tears,
you're ready for Holberts.

if youVe tired of driving the some

old some old; might wont to pop

by Holberts. For more then 50

yeorS; Holberts has been selling

exceptional motorcars-

Volkswagens,Audis

end Porsches. Holberts is

committed; and we have been

for more than five decadeS; to

fair deals and exceptional

service. YouVe driven by our

dealership on Route 611

at least a hundred times. Next

time; stop in. We're ready

when you ore.
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Route 611 • Worrington, PA
1.866. HOLBERTS
www.holberts.com
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1955 Spyder 550RS, Porsche's first dedi
cated production racing car; powered by a
Fuhrmann 4 cam engine. For more infor
mation about the 550R5, see the feature
on page 6. Photo: Ken Souser
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Ifyou're a detail-oriented person like I am, you'ii notice that on the front cover of this month's issue, we
capitalized the ''D" in the title, ''Der Gasser." Photo Editor Ken Souser, who's eye is just as sharp if not
sharper than mine, noticed that for years the cover title read, ''der Gasser." When he asked me why, I
had to confess I had no idea. From a journalist's point of view, Der Gasser is a proper name, and should
be capitalized. I didn't even know what Der Gasser really meant. After some research (thanks Biii and
Debbie Cooper), we found out that Der Gasser is German slang for, "He who steps on the gas to make
their Porsche go VERY fast!" Hence, the change was made.

Chaiienging the status quo also ties in to this month's Advertiser Spotlight on Hoibert's car dealership.
When Ai Hoibert first coined the term Riesentoter, it was because Porsche was taking on the giants in the
European racing car circuit. So continue asking questions, and chaiienging the status quo - you never
know where it could take you.

As you know, this is your newsletter, so please contact me with any article ideas, or submissions. Dead
line for ail submissions, whether it be articles or photos, is the 20th of the month preceding publication. A
note about photos: we're interested in receiving quality photos from RTR events. If you have some good
shots, please send the full, original file to kensouser@aol.com for consideration.

See you 'round the garage,

'Tflcutnem

state of the Region
By Brian Minkin, RTR President

The snow is still coming as I write this but RTR has started the 2008 season with huge
momentum. We had a nice group of members get together for lunch and then journey to
the Philadelphia Auto Show and our first monthly meeting, Vendors Night was held last night
at Dougherty Automotive. We had 14 vendors, the largest number of vendors we have ever gathered for
Vendor Night as well as over 150 members attending what has become known as our season opener.
Thanks to all the Vendors, Dougherty's and all the members who attended for making this such a success.
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This year's Super Tech was also a special one as we had Michael Levitas, TPC Racing team owner, chassis
tuning engineer, professional race car driver (Daytona-24 GT Champion, multiple Daytona-24 GT podium
finisher, multiple Grand-Am Series winner) speak on chassis tuning and car setup.

Our VP, Graham Knight is hard at work bringing you interesting membership meetings and the next one he
has planned is on March 26th again at Dougherty Automotive. This will be a special evening as guest
speaker. Matt Fikse, C.0.0. of Flkse USA, will travel all the way from Seattle, Washington to educate us on
the latest in wheel technology. The presentation will include a Q & A session at the end. Don't miss this one.

Have you seen our new Web Site? Peter Majka our Web Master has done a great job creating our place in
cyber space for you to get the latest information on what RTR is up to. www.rtr-pca.org From there you
can visit the RTR Web Forum and find out what RTR members are up to as well as details on many RTR
events past and present.

RTR has been invited to join The Concours d'Elegance of the Eastern United States in Bethlehem, PA as part
of their Car Club section on Sunday June 1, 2008. The Concours benefits the Burn Prevention Foundation,
and brings together a first-class show field of cars, including pre-war and post-war classics and sports cars.
More information about this event is on the RTR web site.

Riesentoter Region is rolling into 2008 with events for all kinds of interests. Get involved and enjoy all the
benefits of RTR membership. I must remind you that all these great events are organized and run by volun
teers. It can be hard work but it is always very rewarding. Enjoy your P-car and Turbo-Charge your passion.
Get Involved! Volunteer!
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I am a ''closet member" of RTR, and a proud 993
owner. I do enjoy reading about the club activities
and getting any tech information that comes
through. Also, I have used a number of the adver
tisers and have gotten very good service. And now
for the kicker. Often, I have experienced the urge
to cringe over the cover photos; sometimes it^s the
quality, sometimes, the content. This issuers cover
was great! Nice work to both you and Ken. BTW -
my car "winters" in a garage in Virginia whiist I
hang out here in PA. I thought your "Car Care Tips"
were great.

~ Dave Cowburn

Nice job on the newsletter. As a former Editor, a
tip of the oT Sneii approved heimet goes out to you great!!! Nice Job.
for a job well done. Vm not sure what you did to
the font, but somehow it seems easier to read.
Best wishes with your continued effort. Happy
motoring!

— John Heckman

Great work on your first issue of Der Gasser!
Having been the editor for five years in the iate
90s early 00s (was it that long ago?) I am painfully
aware of how much work it takes. It looks great.

—Jim (JimmyMac)

We fmaiiy received the "NEW" Der Gasser sent to
our Maivern address, which was then forwarded to
us here in Miami Beach. Both Betsy and I immedi
ately saw the new format and improved quality.
Thank you for bringing this important publication to
the levei it needs to be. Best wishes on your future
issues.

— Tom and Betsy

What's really nice to see is a dub newsletter that
contains information indicating upcoming events
that haven't actuaily happened yet.

— Mike

Just got the new copy of Der Gasser and it looks

~ Marty

Thank you for a great looking cover and insides
that mean something.

— (Forum posting)

Address letters to the editor to Got2BFIt@aol.com with
Der Gasser In the subject line. Letters are subject to edit
ing for length and clarity. Please Include name and phone
number.

diRisTophER RAdbiLL
Automotive Repair

ANd Restoration

Speciatig in Soles, Service, Parts ami Pestoratioa of
Porsche Automobiles, kluJing Mechanical ami Sody Pestoration
• Major/minor mechanical repairs and rebuilding,

including engines, transmissions and suspensions
• Body restoration including welding or replacing

rusted or damaged floorpans and under structure
• interior reupholstering, headliners and carpeting
• Window gloss and glass seals removal

and replacement
• Electrical system repair
• A/C systems
• PA state safety inspections and state

emissions tests

• Hard to find parts available

^ 30 Years ^
Vi Experteiice^

906 Old Fernhii! Rd., Unit 6
West Chester, PA 19380

Phone: (610) 701-9401
Fax: (484) 356-0177

Moll: radbniauto@verfzon.net

www.radbillauto.com



Advertiser Spetliglit
Holberts Volkswagen - Audi - Porsche

By Maureen Sangiorgio

When you walk around this modern, state-of-the-art
dealership, it's difficult to imagine how it all started
as a lowly service station surrounded by plowed
fields and country roads. Bob Holbert grew up
hanging around his parents' general store in War-
rington, PA, which was farm country at that time.
He liked to fix things, including bicycles. And then
came World War II. After diesel mechanics training,
he was shipped out to the Pacific arena to maintain
the PT boats' Packard V12 engines.

After the war, when Bob returned to Warrington, he
got a job at his brother-in-law's service station,
which he eventually bought. In 1951 he opened
Holbert's Mobil Gas and Service Station right next to
his family's business. Word quickly grew about his
intuitive mechanic's sense and considerable skill,
especially with intricate foreign cars.

Birth of a Racer

A year later, Bob bought his first race car, an MG
TD, and was hooked. He raced for the sheer joy of
it. He maintained his own race car, and soon began
winning. And winning. And winning. Soon he began
racing Porsches, with the same success

In 1954, Porsche made Holbert's a dealer, one of
the first in the country. "His reason for owning a

"A/'s Ride'

Porsche dealership was simple," recalls Vince Evans,
General Sales Manager at Holberts, and a life-long
friend. "He said that he was racing them, and parts
were cheaper if he were a dealer." According to
Vince, Bob was very impressed with the way
Porsches handled, and their power-to-weight ratios.
"He felt that the cars were better than virtually any
thing else that was being run, especially for their
price tag. Of all the types of cars that you could buy
to race, the Porsches of the day were more bang for
the buck than other cars." The Volkswagen franchise
would follow a year later

"Bob was also one of the originating Riesentoter
members in 1957," says Vince. "He helped coin the
word Riesentoter because the cars he was running
against, and beating, were giants in the racing
world, such as Jaguars and Ferraris." Bob's favorite
P-car that year was the new Porsche RS 550
Spyder.

By 1958, Holbert was making a name for himself in
the racing community, and collected four SCCA Na
tional crowns. Bob was also one of the very first
Americans to drive for a factory team at LeMans. He
drove a Porsche RS50 at LeMans in 1961 In a car

that was entered as a test. "The car had the first
racing engine that Porsche built with a 1500 cc
plane-bearing engine," notes Vince.

Photo: Ken Souser



"They entered the car with Bob and Masten Gregory driving it to see how long the engine would last. They
finished first in the two-liter class, third in the Index of Performance, and fifth overall."

Bob Holbert drove to a record six class victories at Sebring, including second overall in 1960 and a historic
GT class win driving a Shelby Daytona Cobra Coupe in 1964. In 1963, he drove his specially modified
1700CC Porsche to the overall win of the first large-scale professional race, the United States Road Racing
Championship.

A Winning Team Both On and Off the Track

When Bob realized how much time racing was taking him away from his business and family, he called It
quits in 1964. A few years later, he moved the business and expanded the Porsche/VW showroom, then
acquired an Audi franchise in 1970. "Once again, he was a pioneer by acquiring one of the first Audi
franchises in the country," notes Vince.

"His success in Porsches prompted other people to notice the cars, and become involved with the line, such
as Roger Penske," says Vince. "By the way. Bob sold Roger his first race car in 1958."

Bob's sons Al and Larry began to work at the dealership full-time, following in their Dad's footsteps. Sadly,
Al died tragically in a plane crash in 1988. In his racing career, Al captured 63 road racing wins, including
LeMans and Sebring, and a fourth place in his only Indy 500. He set the international speed record at Bonn-
eville in 1986, posting 172 mph behind the wheel of a 1987 Porsche 928 S4. He competed in NASCAR stock
cars. Formula 5000 and Indy cars. Al's Porsche 962, the Lowenbrau Special, won more races than any 962
built and more than any other car in the IMSA series. Larry and Bob continued to run the dealership until
Bob's passing this past November. Larry continues to run the dealership today. Currently, Holbert's Is the
country's oldest continuously run Porsche dealership.

"We strive to run our dealership the way Bob intended," says Vince. "We take care of our clients the old-
fashioned way. Our service department has always been the crux of who we are. We want to take very good
care of customers after they buy the car. When I read the customer satisfaction survey cards, the words I
always look for is if they enjoyed the experience. I may be a dinosaur, but whether you're purchasing a
$20,000 Volkswagen or a $450,000 Porsche Carerra GT, I think that experience should be enjoyable."

.IP««i 1,1.

Possum Hollow Motorsports

Your Porsche...

Perfection,
My Promise

Bill Boys

481 Schuylkill Road
PhoenixvUle, PA 19460

H Intersection ofRt 23 <£ 724
@ 610-933'6868
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What does it take to win the Porsche World Cup? Skill, dedication,
a great team and the right equipment. CDOC congratulates World
Team drivers Johannes van Overbeek and Darren Law for their 1-2

finish in the 2007 Porsche World Cup.

We know how you feel about racing, www.cdoc.com

Caii to receive our latest catalog - 1-800-915-2362
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Click on Parts, AocessGries,
E-Commerce for Big Savings on
Ail Your Porsche / Audi Parts Needs!

WHO KNEW?
You could order parts direct from Who knew you could view
Don Rosen Imports, authorized
Audi &Porsche dealership
in suburban Philadelphia.

Charge the item to a
major credit card and have them sent
directly to your home or office.

Don Rosen Imports entire parts
inventory including fun accessories
by logging on to dGnrosenimports.com
and ordering direct?

NOW YOU KNOW

DON ROSEN
IMPORTS
Parts Direct: 800-668-1303

610-279-4100 ext 6

Fax: 610-279-8344

Email: afay@donrosenimports.com



Monthly Meeting Review
By Graham Knight, RTR Vice President

Vendor night...Feb 20, 2008

Feb 20th was a great night for the Riesentoter
Porsche ciub!!!! Vendor Night was held at
Dougherty's Automotive in West Chester. There
were 14 vendors, loads of door prizes, plenty of
food, great turnout and a good time had by all.

After several weeks of planning, all went as sched
uled. The vendors arrived at 6 pm to get ready.

, -

'Mike, Hammerin'

tables and chairs were set up, catered food arrived at
6:30 and then...150 -+- members, family and friends
started filing in. What a great turnout!!!!!!!!!
Thanks to each of the vendors for their contributions

and to all the volunteers that helped out, both in the
weeks before and during the evening of the event.
The true success of the event can be attributed to you.

This event seems very popular with both the club
members and the vendors therefore I am floating the
idea of having a second Vendor Night later this year.
Please feel free to email or chat with me as to your
thoughts on this idea.

"Tire Shaving, CJ's" Photos: Helen Smith

Vendors represented
Apex Performance (Safety accessories and performance products)

Brey Krause (High quality, performance driving accessories)

Callahan Products (Lifts, wheels and more)

Car Connections USA (Purchasing and selling exotic vehicles)

Carisma in West Chester (Auto Body, Paint and Collision work)

CDOC (Specializing in precision performance and safety equipment)

CJ's tire & Automotive services (Sale and installation of tires)

at RTR vendor night:

Dougherty Automotive (Full service automotive facility)

Fabrion Pendel (Vehicle interior restoration)

Fikse (Manufacturer of Fikse forged modular alloy wheels)

Knopf Automotive (Automobile dealership in the Lehigh Valley)

Mainline Porsche (Porsche dealership located in Newtown Square)

Mid-Atlantic Trading, Inc (Premier distributor of Sparco equipment)

Specialty Cars Service Center (Porsche performance specialists)

DE Tech Inspection Schedule

DATE TRACK

April 12 Shenandoah
May 3 Pocono

May 31
July 19
Aug 9
Sept 6
Sept 27
Oct4

Jefferson

Watkins Glen

Summit Point

Pocono

Thunderbolt
Thunderbolt

INSPECTING FACILITY

Holbert's, Warrington
Knopf Automotive,

Allentown

Meenan's, Landsdale
Dougherty's, West Chester
Tilson's, Philadelphia
Dougherty's, West Chester
Meenan's, Landsdale
Holbert's, Warrington

RTR Monthly Meeting Schedule

Meetings start with a social hour at 7pm

March 26 - Dougherty's Automotive, West Chester
Fikse wheel presentation

April 30 - Holbert's Porsche, Warrington

May 28 - Knopf Automotive, Allentown

June 25 - Possum Hollow Motorsports,
Phoenixville


