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If conventional cars and traditional
dealerships bore you to tears,
you're ready for Holberts.

If you're tired of driving the same
old same old, might want o pop
by Holberts. For more than 50

years, Holberts has been selling

exceptional motorcars— Drlyzrs wisnizel
Volkswagens, Audis

and Porsches. Holberts is
committed, and we have been
for more than five decades, to
fair deals and exceptional
service. You've driven by our
dealership on Route 6l1

at least a hundred times. Next
time, stop in. We're ready

when you are.
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der Gasser” is published with the goal of being in members’ hands on the 15th of the month. Editorial policy is to print as much local-
ly produced material as possible. If we don’t get it into this month’s issue, we will try next issue or the issue after. Please include SASE
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State of the Region

Tom Zaffarano, RTR President

Finally, a real election—not in the past 5 years have we had more
than one member wanting to serve the same elected position and
now, for 2007, we have two contested positions. Read what the
candidates have to say in thisissue. Who is running for office? See
the Ballot in this issue.

September was a busy month with the final 2007 Scanticon Auto-
cross, the Radnor Concours, the Porsche Escape ( to the Finger
Lakes), the Make-A Wish DE, Auction and Banquet, The Vic-
tory Fall festival and just to cram in a little more, Betsy and I took
a leisurely 1500 mile trip to the Toronto Film Festival in her new
Boxster. We still love this car.

"T'his year's Make-A-Wish weekend was over the top! Despite the weather, RTR mem-
bers, their guests and Make-a-Wish families joined to participate in this worthwhile cause
and they had a great time. Rumor has it that we exceeded last year’s contributions. Full
story with pictures next month....

This year’s club events are drawing to a close with our last DE in November and our gala
Christmas and Awards Banquet in December. Speaking of awards, in this issue is a list-
ing of the awards to be presented at the banquet. Send me your input on whom you feel
should be so honored.

The Election of 2007 club officers will be held at the October 25th meeting. Please use
the Ballot in this issue for mail in voting. Use as is, or make a copy and follow the mailing
directions. Ballots will be available at the meeting.

Peace....
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2007 ELECTION BALLOT
As provided by the club bylaws, at the October Meeting the officers of the
club for the following year are elected by RTR members in good standing.
The Nomination Committee selects one person for each elected position and
nominations for those wishing to run for any position are accepted until the
close September meeting. This year, there were two nominations from the
floor -- one for the position of Treasurer and one for the position of Social
Chairman. The Bylaws also provide for write-in candidates, if desired. If
you are not attending the election meeting and you wish to vote, you may
send a copy of this ballot to Bill Cooper, 1148 St Finegan Drive, West
Chester, PA 19382. To insure your ballot is counted, print the words
BALLOT on the envelope. The ballots should be mailed to arrive at Bill’s

house no later than October 24 The envelopes will be opened at the
election meeting.

PLEASE VOTE FOR ONE
PERSON FOR EACH
POSITION (circle name)

Committee - -
Nominations Floor Nominations - WRITE-IN
President Brian Minkin ' ' '
Vice President Jeff Haas
Secretary Terry Minkin ‘ .
Treasurer Art Rothe ‘ Stephen Mankowski
Track Chairman Tom Zaffarano = S
Technical Chairman  Larry Herman
Autocross ‘ S
Chairman Graham Knight
Membership -
Chairman Marty Kocse :
Social Chairman Robin Zelinskie Katherine Weber
Der Gasser Editor Sandor Ferenczy o
Goodie Store Francine
Proprietor Knochenhauer
Voter’'s Name (print) Membership Number
Signature

(As it appears on membership card)
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Riesentoter 2007 Candidates

Arthur Rothe
- Treasurer 2007

The old-timers would calkme a fossil (over 22 years in the club).
Twenty of those years I served as Autocross Chairman, Treasur-
er, Secretary and again as Treasurer. | am a past recipient of the
Riesentoter Award.

While you don't need an accounting degree to be Treasurer, you
do need to be reliable, diligent and trustworthy. I strive to be con-
sistent and spend the time needed to be on top of the bills, refunds,
collection of debt, etc.. The Treasury has grown under my term
due to a great effort by each chairperson and my effort to make all
expenditures justifiable and accountable.

So come to the meeting and vote. For the old-timers who can’t
make it and want to support a fossil, please send in you mail in
ballot immediately.

Steve Mankowski
- Treasurer 2007

My name is Steve Mankowski and I am interested in becoming
the Treasurer of the Riesentoter Region of PCA. I have been a
member of our Region since November 2003 and received the
Most Active New Member “Door Prize” at the 2004 awards ban-
quet. Throughout my career, I have held several executive posi-
tions including Treasurer of Lu Lu Country Club and Treasurer
of my homeowner association. [ have also served on finance com-
mittee of LLCC prior to becoming their treasurer.

As Treasurer, I can employ the knowledge that 1 have gained
through my career as a Certified Public Accountant to our Club
in areas such as budgeting, reporting and tax preparation.

Budgeting is an important component of an organizations finan-
cial health. It not only provides a basis for monthly and annual
reporting but also works to ensure that the various committees are
functioning within their predetermined limits. Financial report-
ing is crucial to the success of our Club. The reports should be
both accurate and concise as well as presented in a format that can
be understood by both the Executive Committee and our mem-
bers. Annual tax returns are now required due to our non-profit
status. Asa CPA (and one who prepares these returns every year),
I would ensure that our records facilitate the preparation our an-
nual tax filings to ensure that we retain our non-profit status.

In addition, I believe that the members of our Club should receive
afinancial report quarterly, at a minimum, in addition to the annu-
al budget and financial statements. Obviously, the means of pre-
sentation would be at the discretion of the Executive Committee.
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Robin Zelinskie
- Social Chairman 2007

I have been an active member in Riesentoter for the past eleven
years.

During that time I was the Goodie Store proprietor for 1996 and
1997. In 1997, [ sold the Fortieth Anniversary member jackets and
track instructor jackets that were personalized with the embroi-
dery of their name on the front. I have been the Social Chair for
1998, 2005, and 2006.

Ifelected, my plans for 2007 include holding the annual Riesentoter
Family Picnic and the Holiday Awards Banquet. Also, for next
year, our Vice President has asked for my assistance in planning
some of our Membership meetings as social events as I have done
for our September meeting this year at Victory Brewing. Our can-
didate for Autocross has asked for my assistance in adding some
apreés- autocross social time and I have volunteered to help out
with our Fiftieth Anniversary celebration which will be ongoing
all year.

Katherine Weber
- Social Chairman 2007

My Name is Katherine Weber, [ would like to opportunity to be
PCA/RTR Social Chair.

I have been a member of PCA/RTR for a little over a year. I was
drawn to the club with the prospects of being able to get together
with other individuals and their families that have common bond.
I have had a great deal of fun attending new member breakfasts’,
driving in DI events, and running time slips to those of you who
enjoy the thrill of Autocross.

I would like to be the Social Chair to help fellow club members
organize other events that would suit their needs for sharing in this
common bond that we all hold. Although I have not held other
board positions with PCA/RTR I do have experience with other
organizations, [.E. National Ski Patrol and PTQO, with similar
roles.



Membership Ramblings And News

As the driving season enters the fall months
it is a reminder that the planning of next
vears club events is soon to get started. But
before I focus on 2007 [ want to extend an
invitation to all members new and old to
join T'erry and [ for a final 2006 Not Just
FFor New Members Breakfast. Lets meet
on Sunday December 3rd at g:00 AM at
the Bob vans restaurant in I<xton for one
more round of Meet, Greet and Fat RTR
style. Join us at 303 North Pottstown Pike
in Exton Pa. (Rt. 100) for great food and
conversation. If you have never been to a
club event come out and learn what you
missed and what is on tap for next vear.

2007 is a banner vear for the R'T'R region.
We turn 50 years old in 2007 and plans are
under way for many different events to cele-
brate our soth. One of the ways we plan to
celebrate is to gather at least one car from
each year we have been chartered. fora Car
Show and Concours. A review of member-
ship records shows that we have members
with cars from 1957 to 2007 except for the
vear 1962. [ lowever there are many mem-

Brian Minkin, RTR Membership Chair

bers who do not have a car recorded as
part of their membership record so if you
own a 1962 Porsche please let me know.
You can also visit the National PCA web-
site htepy/Awww.pea.org, register if you are
not already registered, login and update
your membership record with informa-
tion about your car. "T'his will assist us in
contacting the appropriate members to as-
semble the cars we need to display for all

ter register and become part of the RTR
cvber community and let your opinions
and ideas be heard. Ask a question that has
vou pondering for the answer and see how
our community can help find the answer
from their collective knowledge. It's a great
place to get acquainted with the club and
its many active members.

50 years.

Our  Web  Fo-
rum  Continues to
erow and after 2

months of operation
we have 88 mem-
bers, 93 topics and
616 posts. Checkourt
the forum. (T'here is
alinkatthetopright
side of the RTR
Web Site.) T'here is
lots of great dialog
about many differ-

VOLKSWAGEN
2746 Bernville Road
Leesport, PA 19533

p: (610) 777-6500
f: (610) 775-2794

R. Craig Rosenfeld
Dealer Principal

enttopics. liven bet-

2005

John D. Heckman

Sales Consultant

Holbert's Porsche

1607 Easton Road
Warrington, PA 18976

Phone: 215-343-1600 Ext. 145
Fax: 2153434269

Tollfree: 1-866Hoalbert
E-mail: JohnH@Holberts.com

Certified Sales Professional

PORSCHE

sl

-

( Never use terry cloth again !!
Patented scratchless Microfiber
Streak Iree / Lint [ree
Leaders in automotive detailing Microfiber

GRAKAIR

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

www.grakar.com .

ﬁ

Custom Financial Solutions

* Legacy / Estate Planning
* Wealth Management
* Business Owner Transfer
* Charitable Strategies

Emrich M. Stellar, Jr., ChFC
Branch Office: Bethlehem, PA 18018

estellar@LNC.com

Securities offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp, a broker/dealer
{member SIPC). Advisor services offered through Sagemark Consulting, a
division of Lincoln Financial Advisory,
Insurance offered through Lin. Affiliates and other life companies.

* Evaluate
* Explore
* Execute
* Evolve

610.997.0290
stellaradvisor.com

A Registered Investment Advisor

CRN 0404-2260
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2006 Award Nominations

Fall is upon us and once again the year flew by too quickly. As I write this, the year is quickly coming to
a close. One more DE event, a couple of meetings, and before you know it, our Holiday Awards Banquet
will be here. ’

Each year at the banquet we present awards to members in various categories. The respective chair decides
some of these categories, but the executive board as a whole decides others. This year we decided to try
something a bit different. We would like your ideas.

Below is a list of the awards and a brief explanation of each award. If , as you are reading over the list,
you think of someone who would be deserving of such an award, then let us know. Drop an email to Tom
Zaffarano at tzaffarano@aol.com. Please give us the member’s full name, the award you think they should
get, and a short reason why they should get the award. Your ideas will be taken into consideration by the
executive board. Then come on out to the Holiday Award Banquet and see how it all turns out.

Riesentiter Awards

1. “Riesentdter Fossil” T-shirt - presented to each active 20-year member (membership since 2004).
2. John Heckman’s “Annual Door Prize” - since 1994, presented to the most active new member.
3. The “Mighty-Nitto” Award - originated by the Lyles in 1981. On a Saturday they purchased a

911 equipped with Mighty spark plugs and Nitto tires (neither one recognized as a go-fast
goodie), and the very next day they both won their classes in an autocross. This award is
presented to the person who “Makes the Best of a Bad Situation”.

4. “Tattered Helmet” Award - first won by Howard Reed, who in 1970 purchased the very first
914 in our region. This is awarded to the person who somehow distinguishes him/her self in a
less than glorious manner.

5. “Case-Beilder” Award - presented for service as past president; originally presented to Charlie
Beidler, Regional director in 1957.

6. “Press on Regardless” Rally Award — created in 2002 at the request of Steve Choi, our
Rallymeister at the time, with a generous donation of a 70’s vintage Heuer stopwatch by fellow
Riesentoter Jeff Meyer.

7. The “Broken Crankshaft” Award - originated by William C. Schmidt, an avid autocrosser, in

1972. Bill donated the crankshaft from his brown 1968 912 for this award. This heavy award is
presented to the most improved autocross driver.

8. The “High-Speed Driver” Award - originally presented to Al Anderson in 1984 and currently
presented to the track driver who shows the most improvement during the year.

9. “Instructor” Award - presented first to Kurt Faller (2000).

10. “Riesenttter” Award - originally presented to Charlie Beidler in 1959. This award is the oldest
and most coveted award of our region. This is presented to the person or persons who in the
opinion of their peers has/have made the greatest contribution to the club over a number of years.
Literally translated, “Der Beste Riesentoter Des Jahres” is “best Riesentoter of the year”. It is
interesting to note that the word Riesentoter, which loosely translated means “Giant Killer”, was
part of the inscription long before it was adopted as the official name of the region in 1973.
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RTR Web Forums

Wayne Devonport (Wellardmac), RTR

Forum
n I: a public meeting or assembly
for open discussion 2: a place of
assembly for the people in an-
cient Greece (syn: agora, public
square]

Some might also say that a forum
is a place where gladiators go to
fight. Having participated in
many Intemet forums, I person-
ally can attest that some places
do have a slightly gladiatorial at-
mosphere to them. Thankfully,
we can say with all honesty (and
thanks to the efforts of Brian
Minkin) that the Riesentéter web
forum that opened its doors in
July has few gladiators and plenty
of open discussion.

The new forum has become a
place to hang outand talk, sell/ouy
parts for your car or get advice on
maintenance. At the time of writ-
ing we had almost go members
discussing topics as wide rang-
ing as the Make-a-Wish event last
weekend, to suggestions on how
to upgrade their cold air intakes to
make for a sexier exhaust noise.

"This web forum is set apart from
other Porsche forums by the fact
that people you have probably
met at local events populate it. A
fair number of members hang out
there to chat and theye all ready
to help, give advice, or just be a
sounding board for ideas.

You don't have to be a web junkie
to participate; you just need the
ability to use a web browser. You
can jump right into the ongoing
discussions on how we might
reshape RT'R events, or post on
any topic that comes to mind. If
you've not been involved in a web
forum before, you might want
to become a ‘Lurker’ - just hang
out in the background and read
the posts of others, while getting
the swing of how things work.
If youre more proactive you can
jump right in and express your

opinions about how we can im-
prove our events. Right now we
have discussions going on about
how to improve our autocross
events (including a poll to voice
your opinion about whats most
important to you about AX) and
autopsies (thankfully figuratively)
on the last track event. Its also a
greatplace to get help on anything
from rotor replacement to suspen-
sion upgrades. Another great use
of the forum is to post information
on events and get-togethers that
you'd like to attend and have other
RTR members join you.

You can visit the forum from the
RTR Web Site (Top right side
of the wheel) or type the URL-
htep:/imr.mywowbb.cony/-  into
your browser. Click on the dis-
cussion title to take you into a
discussion area and youll see all
the current topics listed. Click on
the topic title to read the discus-
sion thread. If there’s a comment
that you'd like to respond to you
can click on the little ‘quote’ but-
ton above the post to post a reply
that includes the post that you're
responding to, or just hit the
‘reply’ button to post your com-
ments without referencing the
previous post. Reading and join-
ing the discussions can be daunt-
ing at first for the newcomer, bit
youll quickly get the hang of it.
Before you know it the discussion
just feels like a conversation with
friends.

The best way to start is to visit a
forum, click on “New Topic™ and
post a thread on whatever you
have on your mind that's Porsche
or RT'R related - it can even be as
simple as posting “Hi, niy name is
... I'm a Porsche addict, I'm new
here, and just wanted to say hel-
lo.” The good thing is that unlike
a Roman forum, you'l leave with-
out injury and might even have
some fun or learn something,

Warm weather wheels.

Current Pre-Owned Inventory

‘99 911 Carrera, Sold

‘00 911 Carrera, 6-Speed, Red/Black

‘02 911 Targa, 6-Speed, Silver/Black

‘02 911 Carrera 2 Cabriolet, Tiptronic, Silver/Blue
‘02 Boxster, 5-Speed, Silver/Black

‘02 Boxster, 5-Speed, Silver/Blue

‘04 Cayenne, Sold

‘04 911 Carrera Cabriolet, 6-Speed, Black/Black
‘05 911 Carrera, 6-Speed, Red/Black

New Inventory Sample

‘06 Cayenne, Tiptronic, Grey/Grey

‘06 Cayenne S, Tiptronic, Silver/Grey

‘06 911 Carrera S Cabriolet, 6-Speed, Red/Black
‘06 Cayman S, 6-Speed, Red/Black

‘06 Boxster S, 6-Speed, Yellow/Black

Holbert's Porsche
Established 1954

1607 Easton Road, Rt. 611
Warrington, PA
215-343-2890
www.holberts.com

©2006 Porsche Cars North America. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and
observance of all traffic laws at all times.
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LOG ON FOR
SAVINGS!

Click on Parts, Accessories,
E-Commerce for Big Savings on
All Your Porsche / Audi Parts Needs!

WWW.DONROSENIMPORTS.COM

WHO KNEW?

You could order parts direct from Who knew you could view

Don Rosen Imports, authorized Don Rosen Imports entire parts
Audi & Porsche dealership inventory including fun accessories
in suburban Philadelphia. by logging on to donrosenimports.com

d ordering direct?
Charge the item to a and oraenng direc

major credit card and have them sent NNOW YOU KNOW

directly to your home or office.
DON ROSEN
IMPORTS

Parts Direct: 800-668-1303
610-279-4100 ext. 6

Fax: 610-279-8344

Email: afay@donrosenimports.com
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Riesentoter Holiday Award Banquet

Robin Zelinskie, RTR Social Chair

Saturday, December 9, 2006

The Ritz-Carlton Hotel

Ten Avenue of the Arts
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Butlered Hors D’Oeuvres and Cash Bar- 7 to 8PM
Arden/Mellon Balconies

St downD inner &PM Awards Ceremony to follow

Petite Ball
SIS o0l Music and Dancing until 12:30 AM

$75 per person, Black tie Optional

909 Old Fernhill Rd., Unit 6
Christopher Radbill = FRIZEIIEERS ZETELE

Automotive Repair and Phone: (610) 701-9401
Resto raﬁon Email: radbillauto@verizon.net

28 years experience www.radbillauto.com

www.beckspeedsters.com

Specializing in Sales, Service, Parts and
Restoration of Porsche Automobiles

L] Major/Minor mechanical repairs and
rebuilding, including engines,
transmissions and suspensions

Body Restoration including welding or
replacing rusted or damaged floorpans and
under structure

Interior reupholstering, headliners, and
carpeting

Electrical system repair

A/C systems

PA State Safety and Emissions Inspection
Hard to find parts available

Now Offering

Beck

Speedsters

Built to your
specification!!

PORSCHE SPEEDSTER
<y -«

P

DN
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Small Part Big Problem

The accident at the Three Mile Island
Unit 2 (I'MI-2) nuclear power plant near
Middletown, Pennsylvania. on March 28,
1979, was the most serious in U.S. commer-
cial nuclear power plant operating history.
This disaster was caused by the failure of a
pressure relieve valve to close as it was de-
signed to. T'his valve allowed coolant to es-
cape form the reactor and core temperature
to get high enough to melt the zirconium
tubes that held the fuel pellers and ulti-
mately suffer a partial core melt down. The
I'MI unit two incident had a severe impact
on the nuelear power industry and severely
limited the potential for development and
construction of new facilities. In fact many
plants that were in the process of construe-
tion were never even completed due to cost
prohibitive regulations that the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission implemented af-
ter the incident.

Many are probably wondering what does
the 'I'MI Unit 2 incident have to do with
Driver Education. In driver education you
have to put a remendous amount of faith
not only on the mechanical correctness of
your vehicle but also the cars driven by oth-
er DI participants.
The unit 2 disaster
was caused by the
failure of one small
part of the system.
In DE the failure of
one seemingly insig-
nificant  component
could spell disaster
for the driver or oth-
ers on the track. If
enough  incidents
oceur it could jeop-
ardize our opportu-
nity for to continue
DE events at such a
reasonable cost.

In driver education
it could be some-
thing as simple as
that small hose that
is rubbing on a throttle linkage for years
until one day it rubs through and dumps
fuel on a hot exhaust causing your car to go
up in flames, or that 15 year old lower radia-
tor hose held on by a rusty hose clamp that
was holding the air filter on you 1972 lawn
boy that was just the right size that fails on
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track. During a driver education event we
put out cars closer to the limits of adhesion
thanweeverdo on thestreet. Being closeto
that limit makes the presence of any foreign
substance very unforgiving. It can make a
car go out of control weather it is driven by
me, you the reader, or Michael Schumach-
er. While participating in DE events | have
seen almost everyvthing including power
steering fluid, antifreeze, engine oil, dump
on to the track. While on the wrack [ have
also seen mufflers, exhaust tips, air filters,
wheels and for the first time [ saw a motor
fall onto the track. While on the wack it is
important for you to sean for these hazards
especially if you are following a red 240 sx.
While on the road most car drivers do not
pay much attention to the road surface.
While riding a motoreycle it is eritical to
be aware of the road surface due to the
limited contact patch that a motoreyele has
on a motoreycele even that slightest amount
of contamination will lower the friction
coeflicient between tire and road and you
are sliding across the pavement thinking
what the f just happened. In DE it is just
as important to monitor the track surface
and pay attention to the flag stations for

warnings tlags pertaining to track surface
problems. In the tech inspection part of the
inspection is to look for fluid leaks. What is
unfortunate is that Drivers Ed will subject
the car to demands that it has never seen on
the street, so a hose that may not be leak-
ing now will potentially fail on the track.

Steve Meenan, RTR

Many may think that replacing hoses that
are not leaking is paranoid, but the cost of
replacing these hoses is much less than re-
placing your car after a 15 year old coolant
hose or oil hose fails ands dumps antifreeze
or oil on your rear tires sending you into the
wall, or worse sending the person behind
you in their brand new $1c0.000.00 G'T" 3
into the wall. No one in their right mind
would think about running 15-year-old tires
on the track. "T'hey may hold air but they
are not acceptable for the demands of a
track environment neither are old coolant
hoses and old oil lines. I have had 2 early
gos gu1s and replace the oil lines on both of
them. Notonly were these lines replace for
my safety but it was also for the safety of the
other people on the track with me. This is
arequest for all owners of cars that going to
be participating in DE events to research
the service history of their automobile.  If
your car is older than 15-20 vears old replace
these components before they fail, not after
because it may be too late. Even if an ac-
cident does not result from a hose failure
vour event could be cut short or potentially
costly engine damage could result. Itisalso
not nice to not be the guy that makes every
one on the track need
to change their line to
avoid the mess that
you created. Spend a
little now and save a lot
later.

It is very important for
all to take the tech in-
spection process very
scriously. If could be a
matter of life and death.
Al DE  participants
should @y to actively
participate in a tech in-
spection before a track
event. [owill help create
level of understanding
of how the suspension
brakes and driveline
systems ina Porscheare
constructed. It will also allow partipents to
be on the underside of other people’s cars
both newer and older to see the continuous
engineering development that has kept the
g1t as a benchmark for sports car perfor-
mance.
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M:lton goes Mod

The town of Hershey, Pennsylvania was
founded in 19o5. Built on a foundation
of moral responsibility and benevolence,
Milton Hershey's factory town was unlike
all others. Single brick homes, manicured
lawns, and tree-lined streets came together
to create a town that even today reminds
one of a Mennonite version of the neigh-
borhood in Leave it to Beaver. “Ward, have
Wally and the Beaver been playing with my
prayer veil ",

It is against this backdrop that thousands
of Porsche fanatics gather every April to at-
tend the world's largest Porsche-only swap
meet. And if the five thousand plus folks
attending this event weren't enough, then
throw in a really big Volkswagen gathering
in another neighborhood. If you are think-
ing “German Auto Utopia”, then you've hit
the nail right on the head.

"T'he reason [ selected my 914 as this years
transport was twofold. Firstand foremost,
none of the major automobile publications
have been clamoring for my writing, so
funds are tight. In order to provide a quick
cash infusion into my track program, I fig-
ured that the car corral at the swap meet
may just have been the answer. (To relieve
your guilt, please send Hawk Blues and
Toyo Proxes to my home address). Aside
from avarice, though, an anachronistic
town like Hershey beckons for an equally
anachronistic ride. And a 1971 914 fits the
bill perfectly. Slab-sided, slow, and inher-
ently unreliable, the 914 looks like a fashion
refugee from the seventies. But that's what
makes it so cool. One could easily picture
Jim Rockford’s lawyer, Beth Davenport
exiting this car dressed in a polyester pant-
suit, sporting some major league seventies
big-hair. If the seventies were a car, they
would be a 914.

I hit the Pennsylvania Turnpike west at
about seven-thirty on a beautiful Saturday
morning in this particular 914 for theride to
Hershey. Since the car is over thirty years
old, I decided to keep the speed to about
fifty-five or sixty. And that proved to be a
perfect plan.....for about three miles! After
being repeatedly passed by old Chevy Cav-
aliers and chintzy Oldsmobile products, |
finally had enough. It was time to let this
puppy run and deal with the consequences
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later. I was a lictle nervous as the needle
crept to ¢ighty, but the car felt completely
composed and comfortable. And the next
thing I knew, I was cruising at a safe and
prudent ninety, while weaving my way
through the Cavaliers and Oldsmobiles
that had previously passed me. In reality,
the 914 is an awesome, relaxed highway
car. It could probably cruise at ninety all
day long with nary a complaint. Notbad at
all for a much maligned antique.

So I arrived in IHershey with a smile on my
face, all set to enjoy a fun, sunny, spring
day. The swap meet was great. There
were a ton of folks from the Philadelphia
area present, so it was as much about the
socializing as it was about the cars. And if [
ever want some shredded fiberglass panels
for my Carrera, Il know who to call. From
absolute junk through an eighty-five thou-
sand dollar Gambella g1, it was all there
for you.

At about two o'clock the crowd began to
thin, so I decided it was time to head back
home myself. It took forever getting out of
the parking lot, but once on the open road
the mraflic began to thin, and [ was on my
way. Only I was heading in the wrong di-
rection. I finally found an exit and turned
around to head back east. 'I'he traflicbegan
to slow a bit, eventually coming to a stop.
When the traflic started to move, I didn't.
"There was no first gear. So I hit second,
slid the clutch a bit and was moving once
more. [ then shifted to third, and the shift
lever went limp in my hand. 1 hobbled into
theparkinglotof alocal grocerystore. Now
whatdo I do? Inamoment that defined my
infinite wisdom, I had jumped into a thir-
ty-year old car that morming without even
packing a single tool. So I went into the
grocery store and purchased a pair of pliers.
The next problem was that they proved to
be totally ineffective. So I decided to limp
up the road in third gear. Well that wasn't
going to work, but atleast there was a mini-
mart to pull into on the main road. As luck
would have it, there was a road crew work-
ing nearby, and they were able to lend me
an eight-inch Crescent wrench. With this
tool [ was able to remove some of the bolts,
but I still needed a socket. I began-to ask
around to see if any of the folks gassing up
their cars had any tools with them. Based

Christopher Mabalick, RTR

on the responses I received, I may have just
as well been asking for porn and alcohol in
Saudi Arabia. I was just about to give up
hope when I noticed a young guy gassing
up his Gti VR6. 1 asked if he had some
tools. He didn't but he offered to drive
home and return with a socket set. e re-
turned in minutes, and [ was finally able to
repair my car. Once I had the bolts holding
down the shifter out I told him I would be
OK, and he returned home.

[ progressed with the needed repairs, only
to realize that [ needed a screwdriver to
complete the process. Since my tool con-
nection had left, it was time to recruit his
replacement. As luck would have it, two
more Gti's pulled in, driven by two guys
who looked like they could have been ex-
tras in the movie American History X
. Nonetheless, I asked them if they had a
screwdriver. Not only did they have one,
but they hung out to offer moral support.
I continued to work, and as I did, more
folks began to mill about. It became like a
little VW/Porsche party. Atone point, as [
am just finishing up, I hear a guy say, “Bro,
are you gonna be OK, we can’t leave one of
the family behind™. Thankfully, I was go-
ing to be OK. I'm sure that I would have
achieved a higher level of “spiritual enlight-
enment” (wink, wink, nudge, nudge) had 1
been driven home ina psychedelic VW bus,
but at that moment all my thoughts were
focused on getting the car back home un-
der its own power.

With the transmission shifting once again,
it was time to get out of Dodge in a big
way. My friends Mark and Carol Reynolds
had stopped by and graciously offered to
follow me home. This was to be the one
and only time in history that a 914 would
ever be leading a G'1'2. We headed back to
the turnpike, and [ was really feeling great
that I had been able to get the car going
again. The forces that be must have sensed
my jubilation. So they stepped inand made
the car stall as I entered the turnpike. T'hat
was it. | calmly pulled over and decided
to call for a tow truck. Sometimes you just
know it's time to quit. Skip right on by an-
ger and go directly to the acceptance phase.
Helps to lower the blood pressure. Mark
and Carol pulled over behind me. There
was nothing to do but wait for the tow-



truck to arrive.

So there we were. A G'T2 and a gi4 sit-
ting on the side of the turnpike. And all of
asudden we look up from our conversation
to see an Infinity (G35 backing up towards
us. Once stopped. the doors open up and
a guy that looks like a bad version of Tiny
Tim steps out along with his two young
sons. He immediately goes into a disserta-
tion on how fast his 450 horsepower, su-
percharged Infinity coupe is. Subsequent
tales involving his bravado on the dragstrip
provided further assurance that we were in

the presence of an automotive legend. As he
approached the G'Tz2 he inquired as to the
horsepower rating. I immediately began to
send Mark a telepathic message that said
“pick any number over 450!". It worked! “1
think this car has about 480", replied Mark.
Excellent.  An unintentional(lon Mark’s
part) smackdown befitting the World
Wrestling Federation. The (one-sided)
conversation eventually wound down, and
Tiny Tim and his sons got back in their car.
“Watch, hell burn out as he leaves™, was
Mark’s sage, solitary, comment. And with
that said, Tiny

T'im did indeed, burn rubber.

It has been written numerous times(and
that’s just by me) that life is what happens
while you are making other plans. And that
is more than OK with me. I feel that [ lived
a bunch of lives that Saturday in April. At
times ludicrous, at times surreal, they came
together to make for one special day. And
if vou feel you need some help getting there
yourself, I have a broken-down 914 for
sale.

Q Fasoum Ftollow Motorsports

481 Schankill Road, Phoeninville, PA, 19460 Phone. 610-933-6868

German Automabile Service lo Perfection

A new must see on the Pennsylvania Porsche map.

Quantum Management Services, Inc.

162 Yorkshire Way

STEPHEN F. MANKOWSKI, CPA

Accounting, Tax and Advisory Services

Finally...After many years of working in Porsche and Audi dealerships, |
have made the decision to open my own facility. If you are looking for a
more personal service experience, then we are on the same page. My
shop will offer first-class maintenance and repair for Porsche, Audi, Voik-
swagen, Mercedes, and BMW performed by factory trained technicians. |

Hatboro, PA 19040 For Individuals and Businesses

Toll free: (866) EFILE-02
Direct:  (267) 307-6891

Bill Boys

will care for your car as if it were my own. That is the only way | know.

Email:

qms.tax@verizon.net

10% PCA discount applies to all tax returns

WHEN ONLY THE BEST FOR YOUR CARWILL DO!

Complete Alignment Center
Including: Hunter Alignment
and Goodyear Certified Run
Flat Tire Equipment

Brembo, Pagid,
and Hawk Brakes

mention of this add.

The “Leader” in Porsche Maintenance and High
Performance Modifications.
25% OFF towards your tech inspections with

ASE Certified
Technicians

Authorized Tire
Rack Install Center

Complete Suspension Upgrades:
Bilstein, Koni, JRZ

Mobil Oil,
RedLine
Racing Qils

B&B Exhaust
Products

ERFORMANCE
AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

3239 Phoenixville Pike, Bidg. 1 suite 1

—

Mablermn, PA 19355
(610) 695-9545
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893TT/996TT SPECIALISTS

$25 TECH INSP
MEMBERS WHEN M

& AWE TUNING

INNOVATION | DESIGN | COMPETITION

Over twenty vyears of experience developing, manufacturing, and
distributing the finest components for European vehicles

AWE-TUNING.COM | T7.888.565.2257 | F.215.658.1877

NEW PRODUCT

Operate the top with your key remote!

remote ™"

EASY ONE TOUCH CONTROL © WILHELMY IT e

up to 25mph/40kmh Wiy T .- gt 36 13103 b Gty
Plug and Play - install yourself in sec-onds ok B8 B d b S E
No permanent changes to your vehicle (Weekidays 10am - 10pm CET / 4am - 4pm E5T)
Operate rear windows with top down (996)

< . www.wilhelmy-it.com
Close all windows with key / fob remote smarttop@wilhelmy-it.com
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