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Holberts'

A new reality show on TV2 Naaaq, it’s just that

Holberts is growing bigger to serve you better.

We're building three new showrooms for our
Porsche, Audi and Volkswagen motorcars.
We're also expanding our service areas.
Our new facilities will be completed

this summer.

But don't let our new makeover scare you
away. Stop by this week and take a new look
at our new look. Not fo mention our

fashionable and stylish automobiles.

HOLIERTS

VOLKSWAGEN = AUDI = PORSCHE

Route 611 = Warrington, PA
. B6 6 HOLBERTS
www.holberts.com

:@:: HOLIERTS |

Holberts.

We want to build a relationship with you.
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From the President...

by Riesentéter Region President Tom Zaffarano

On Saturday, March 27, I attended the Porsche Parade Staff Planning Meet-
ing at the Hershey Lodge — site of the 2005 PCA Parade. Over 60 Parade
Chair and Co-chair persons — including 8 from the PCA national staff —
attended. Riesentoter attendees included: Bill and Debbie Cooper, Chair and
Co-chair for the Protest Committee; Bill O’Connell and John Chatley, Parade
Goodie Store; and Betsi and Vern Lyle, Autocross Course Designers. Even
though the parade is over 15 months away, the planning, organization, and
effort displayed at this meeting was intense. This will be the best parade ever, so
be sure to mark your calendars for June 24 to July1l, 2005!

The next day, at the same location, Iattended the Zone 2 Presidents Meet-
ing. Our zone representative, Manny Alban, hosted an informative
meeting, which included special guests Judy Hendrickson, the National PCA
Treasurer, and Jack Bair, the Porsche Cars North America dealer-club liaison.

Judy presented a summary of the Member Survey taken last fall, as well as a presentation on the club’s
finances. Many of the survey results were not altogether surprising to me and characterize the typical
club member (75% or greater response) as: male, married, college educated, middle - aged
(average age: 49), still working, with three or more cars, and a household income of greater than $100,000.
Her presentation on PCA finances showed a balance sheet of $2.8 million, with gross revenue of $3.2
million and a net income of $130,000. Most of the revenue comes from Membership dues; most of the
expense is the publication of Panorama.

Jack Bair’s presentation addressed the results of his survey of dealers and their relations with the club
regions and its members. After hearing his words, I must say we are blessed to have the great relationships
we have with our region dealers. All of them: Brandywine, Holbert’s, Knopf, Rosen, and Vision, have
supported us through their advertising, meetings, tech, donations, and member discounts. Apparently this
is not the case with all dealers and all regions. Remember the general rule — we support our dealers; they
support us.

On a personal note, I started my track schedule early this year with a trip to VIR and the Zone 2 DE
program. Those of you who have been at this track know it is one of the finest in the country, and Zone 2
ran a great event. The 3-day event provided plenty of track time to break-in my refreshed engine and new
clutch. The car performed flawlessly—thank you Chip, Mike, Myles, Jim, Doug and Chris. Life is good!

Coming up: Pocono DE, The F & W Gathering, Summit Point DE ....

Drivers, start your engines...

Upcoming Events:

DE Event - Pocono - May 21, 22-23

General Membership Meeting - May 26
Wegman's Food & Wine Gathering - June 13
‘The Way It Was’' RTR picnic - July 18
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The Calendar

Social Activities:

June 13: Wegman’s Great Tastes II, Cedar Beach Park, Allentown, PA
June 19-20: Stone Bridge Weekend V, Pocono Mountain Tour and Overnighter
July 18: Riesentoter picnic, Camp Hide-A-Way

September 11: Chesapeake City all-day trip in MD.

November 6: Winterthur Garden, Brandywine Valley, DE

December 11: Holiday Gala. Talamore country club, Ambler, PA

Time and directions will be posted on the web site a month before each event.
Contact Social Chair Francine Knochenhauer for further information:
francinebodo@aol.com

Have a great summer!

Monthly General Membership Meetings

26 May - “All About Wegman’s” -- Mike Tillson Motor Car Service, Philadelphia, PA

30 June - Robert Linton’s 2,200 1b RS America — Brandywine Porsche, Newtown Square, PA
28 July - What’s new at Porsche for 2005 — Holbert’s Porsche, Warrington, PA

25 August — Race Cars at Rosen’s — Don Rosen Porsche, Conshohocken, PA

Drivers’ Education (Track) Events

Pocono East Course (Advanced Only) May 21
Pocono North Course May 22 - 23

Jefferson Circuit June 26 - 27

Summit Point June 28

Watkins Glen July 30 - August 1

Summit Point August 27 - 29

Pocono South Course (Advanced only) September 24
Pocono North Course September 25 - 26
Shenendoah - Make-A-Wish October 11-12

On The Cover ...

A striking photograph of a pair of fine 911 model Porsches; photograph by Stone Bridge Weekend V
organiser Ken Souser. Thanks Ken !
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Membership Update

By Brian Minkin, RTR Membership Chair

After a slight decline in our numbers last month,
RTR membership is back up to 1370. 17 new mem-
bers and 2 transfers joined the region. New mem-
bers’ cars range from 1976 to 2004 and include
Boxster, Boxster S, Cayenne, 911, 944, 944 Turbo
and 930.

I hosted the first new members’ breakfast re-
cently and we had 12 people attend on a very
rainy and even snowy April morning. Everyone
had a nice time despite the weather, and the sea-
soned members and new members had a great time
meeting and sharing stories, experiences, techni-
cal advice and just getting acquainted. I will host
another new members breakfast somewhere in the
region over the summer. Watch ,,der Gassser” and
the Web Site for a date and details. I do however
have some special plans for new members so keep
reading to find out more.

My current focus is the 2nd Wegmans Great
Tastes Porsche Gathering to take place in
Allentown’s Cedar Beach Park, Sunday June 13th.
Last year we had 120 cars and about 250 partici-
pants converge on Allentown and enjoy a day of
great fun, fellowship, a peoples’ choice concours
and good food and wine. This was the largest gath-
ering of Porsche cars other than at a racetrack that
the region had ever assembled.

This year’s gathering is going to be bigger and

better. We plan to have more cars, and the concours
will not only be peoples’ choice but a group of
celebrity judges from the automotive press and
industry will be judging Porsche cars divided into
3 divisions: Pre-1974, 1974 to 1989 and 1990 and
newer. The concours is a wash and shine or top-
only concours so everyone can enter their car with
minimal preparation. There will be prizes
awarded in the judged divisions as well as the
peoples’ choice. Door prizes are being donated
by various club sponsors and of course the food
and wine tasting, the collection of beautiful cars,
as well as the enjoyment of the company of
fellow Porsche enthusiasts, will make this a not to
miss event.

My goal is to have 200 cars participate in this
year’s event. As an added incentive to get our new
members out, a special prize will be given to the 5
most recent members in attendance. If you think
you are one of the newest members attending you
will need to bring your PCA membership card so
that we can see when you joined. The Corvette
club is also having a concours at the Wegmans Festival
this year (right next to ours) so as the club who
started it all we need to show a larger number of
cars. You will find an application in this issue of
Der Gasser and please fill it in and return it ASAP.
Lets make this the LARGEST GATHERING OF
PORSCHE CARS RTR has ever assembled and put
2004 in the record book.

\_

" ...Mark Your Calendamrs l...

Sunday, July 18
Jitesentiter Hegion Picnic
“The Way Ir Was”

you will nor wanr 10 miss This [
warch the websire and clieck rhe June ,, der Gasser”

/
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\939"‘66 Great lastes

G SATR Y B BN AT S RA

The Largest RTR Gathering Ever Took Place On June 8, 2003. 120
Porsche Cars and over 250 Participants Gathered For A Day Of Great Cars,
Great People And Great Tastes.

In 2004 RTR Will Again Sponsor The Wegmans Great Tastes/RTR Porsche
Car Gathering. Join in the fun. Meet fellow Porsche Owner/Enthusiasts.

Porsche Car Show

Peoples’ Choice Concours

Judged Concours - New Members Competition
Door Prizes

Wine & Food Tasting

Sunday June 13th, 2004 - 11 AM
Wegmans Great Taste Culinary Festival
Cedar Beach Park, Allentown, PA

Registration Fee $25 per car includes one food and wine tasting ticket for the driver. Additional food and
wine tasting tickets available for $25 to others in the driver’s party. Gate Entry fee is normally $36 per
person, so we are receiving a great value as an incentive to be part of this historic gathering of Porsche cars.
Part of the money collected in entry fees to the festival is donated to the Marguerite Hessinger Breast
Cancer Awareness Fund. Money will be collected the day of the event. Pre-Registration is required. (Do
not send funds with registration)

Member Name:

Telephone Number: Email:

Car Info: Model: Year: Color:

Number Of People Attending With You:

Mail Completed Application to:

Brian S. Minkin
120 S. Bishop Ave.
Springfield, Pa. 19064
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Childrens’ Charity to Benefit at Wegman’s

This year’s Riesentoter Region at the Wegman's Great Tastes Culinary Festival event will
feature the raffle of a special gift basket. Basket contents include two bottles of German
wine and several Porsche items, such as a picnic blanket, key fobs, cap, and other goodies.

This gift basket has been graciously donated by Knopf Automotive in Allentown, which
specializes in German luxury cars including Porsche, Audi, and Mercedes-Benz. In business
for over 30 years, Knopf has offered top-level customer satisfaction and is ready to meet all
your Porsche needs.

Valued at $250, all proceeds from this gift basket will benefit the Michael Andretti
Foundation. The foundation was established to

focus national resources on people who have
shown need and to help promote programs for | RennStreet Comumcatjons,lnc
better health, education and welfare of all of ‘
America's children and citizens. Frank Donato

For example, the Foundation just purchased | suqo/wes CEO Founder
bunk beds for children placed in foster homes. | Conferencing Solutions. Maltern, PA. 19535

. s . . . Communications Consulting.

In addition, this past Christmas, the Michael | Curricr Brokerage Services - Phone: (6109938792
Andretti Foundation gave toys to local families | AmIns ™  MinBeny
in need.

Christopher Radbill

AutomMOTIVE Repair
ANd ReSTORATION

Speaahzmg In Sales Service, Parts and Restoration of
Porsche Automabiles, mcludmg Mechanical and Body Restoration
* Major/minor mechanical repairs and rebuilding,

including engines, transmissions and suspensions /37 YEARS
* Body restoration including welding or replacing EXPERIENCE
rusted or damaged floorpans and under structure AM/"L
* Interior reupholstering, headliners and carpeting ) )
* Window glass and glass seals removal 909 Old Fernhill Rd., Unit 6
and replacement West Chester, PA 19380
* Electrical system repair Phone: (610) 701-9401
: :(Etz)fl:t::;sefy inspections and state Fax: (484) 356-0177
emissions tests Email: RadbillAuto@axs2000.net
* Hard to find parts available www.radbillauto.com
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Next Meeting ...

May’s Membership Meeting location will be at Mike Tillson Motor Car Service, 2097 North 63
Street, Philadelphia (215.473.6400).

For over 20 years, Mike Tillson has raced, restored, owned, coveted, bought, sold, and repaired Porsche
automobiles. His shop is like an automobile museum with vintage and classic Porsches and other pre-

mium automobiles on display.

A slide show of the 2003 Wegmans Great Tastes Gathering will be presented by Brian Minkin,
RTR Membership Chair after the Business meeting.

The meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 26 with social at 7:30, and Membership Meeting at 8:00.

Registration for the Watkins Glen DE will open at this meeting. Applications will be accepted from 7:00
to 8:00 PM.

Just some of the parts that set us apart.

Knowledge. Experience. Service. Delivery. Get it all from CDOC.

(cooc

SYSTEMILED PERFORMANEE

%00 PRESTOMN AVENLUE CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA 21903 TOLL-FREE 866.946.2362 . WWW.CDOC.COM
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Thank Youl!

Craig Rosenfeld
& Vision Porsche Staff for
Hosting the April RTR Meeting
New Member’s Night

iy

(4

=/

~ PORSCHE AUTHORIZED SERVICE
MID-ATLANTIC REGION - PA, NJ, DE

DONT LET YOUR “RAG TOP” LOOK IT!

Rebuilt Targa’s Rear Windows
Convertible Tops Restortations

Willow Grove Auto Top

Custom Auto Upholstery
43 N. York Rd.
Willow Grove, PA 19090

(215) 659-3276

www.wgautotop.com

VISION==

1211 LANCASTER AVE.

P.O. BOX 306
READING, PA 19607
(610) 777-6501 R. CRAIG ROSENFELD
(610) 775-2794 FAX Dealer Principal
149 Old Lancaster Road Sales
Devon, PA 19333 Service
(610) 964-0477 Repairs
Parts
[
m Ibraith

MOTORING, INC.

¢H
PORSCHE
and other high-performance imports

‘ Warring_t_on!_ PA 18976

HOLBERT’S and HECKMAN
watch for the changes

Audi

Holbert Motor Cars ‘
JOHN HECKMAN

215-343-1600 Ext. 145‘

215-343-2890

i FAX 215-343-4269

1607 Easton Road
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ALL THE BEST PARTS. .
ALL IN ONE PLACE.

RACING GEAR

WHETHER IT'S GLOVES, BOQOTS, SUITS OR HELMETS,
WE STOCK THE BEST FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. WE
CARRY A FULL LINE OF BELL HELMETS, RACING
SUITS AND ALPINESTARS SHOES TO PROVIDE A
CUSTOM FIT FOR ALL YOUR DRIVING NEEDS.

SAFETY

PERFORMANCE 15 IMPORTANT, BUT IT'S

NOT MUCH WITHOUT SAFETY. WE CARRY

A COMPLETE LINE OF SAFETY PARTS AND
EQUIPMENT, FROM TEAMTECH WINDOW

NETS AND HARNESSES TO SPA FIRE SUPPRESSION
SYSTEMS AND DAS SPORT ROLL BARS AND CAGES.

BRAKES

WHEN YOU NEED TO STOP ON A DIME, CHOOSE FROM OUR
COMPREHENSIVE LINE OF BRAKE COMPONENTS FROM HAWK
PERFORMANCE, PAGID, POWERSLOT, BREMBO, AND ALCON. WE
ALSO OFFER BRAKE FLUIDS AND STAINLESS STEEL BRAKE HOSE KITS.

SUSPENSION & SEATS

BILSTEIN PS59 SUSPENSION KITS ARE JUST THE BEGINNING OF WHAT WE
HAVE TO GET YOUR CAR IN AND OUT OF TIGHT CORNERS LIKE A PRO. AND
WHETHER YOU'RE SITTING IN ONE OF OUR RACING SEATS OR RELAXING IN
YOUR ARMCHAIR WE'VE GOT THE BEST DRIVING BOOKS IN THE FIELD.

ENGINE & PERFORMANCE

WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO IMPROVE YOUR CAR’S
PERFORMANCE: B&M SHIFTERS, BILLY BOAT STAINLESS HEADERS
AND MUFFLERS, AND SPA OIL COOLERS.

WEIGHING, MEASURING & SUPPLIES

WE CARRY THE GTECH PERFORMANCE METER AND
INTERCOMP SCALE SYSTEMS TO ENSURE THAT YOU'LL

BE ABLE TO MEASURE THE EFFECTS OF EVERYTHING YOU
DO IN THE GARAGE OR IN THE PITS. AND IF YOUR SUPPLIES
ARE RUNNING LOW, WE'VE GOT WURTH FLUIDS, ZYMOL
CAR CARE PRODUCTS, RACING TAPE, AND MUCH MORE.

ZPAGID aicond” B Intercomp -

Bl =l o
DoV GrHERTY CDOC

DOUGHERTYAUTOMOTIVE.COM*610.692.6039
720 E. NIELDS ST., WEST CHESTER, PA 19382
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Riesentdter PCA Driver Education 2004 Application

EVENT DATE FEES Student Inst OPEN DATE
Jefferson Circuit June 26 - 27 $180 $90 April 28
Summit Point June 28 $ 90 $45 April 28

**Watkins Glen July 30 - Aug 1 $280 $140 May 26
Summit Point Aug 27 - 29 $270 $135 June 30

* Pocono South Course Sept 24 $ 90 $90 July 28
Pocono North Course Sept 25 - 26 $180 $90 July 28
Shenendoah - MAW Oct11-12 $220 $110 August 25

Please circle the event you wish to enter.

A separate form is required for each event. - A separate check is required for each event and application.
* ThePocono East and South course events are for white run group and above.
** Registration to the Glen event includes dinner on Saturday night; however seating is limited to 160.

Extra dinner tickets are available at $40 each. The first 160 requests will get seating.

REQUIREMENTS: You must have a valid driver’s license,

Be at least 18 years of age,

Have a Snell 95 or Snell 2000 helmet.
ENTRY DATE:If you register within 14 days of an event, please add $20 for late processing.
SEND TO: Chris Mahalick, 510 Fletcher Road, Wayne, PA. 19087. cmahalick@comcast .net
REFUNDS: Refundable if Written Notification is received two weeks prior to the event.
TECH INSPECTION: Your car must be inspected, no more than two weeks prior to the event, by an

approved tech inspection facility.

Riesentoter reserves the right to refuse any application
Please print clearly
If the information is not legible we may not be able to contact you.

Name

Street

City State Zip

Home Phone ( ) Work Phone ( )

PCA Member #

Porsche Model and year Color

E-Mail Address

List the number of days you have done at the following tracks:

Pocono o Watkins Glen @ _____
Jefferson Circuit —— Summit Point = 0 ___
Other

What was the last run group you ran in at a Riesentdter event?
Riesentoter issued car number
If you are sharing a car, whose car will you be driving
PCA region
I certify that I have no physical or mental disorders which might affect my ability to safely participate in this event.
Signature
Your registration will not be processed without payment enclosed.
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

Contact Relationship
Day Phone # - - Evening Phone # - -
Family physician Day Phone # - -
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RennSport

By Bruce Baker, RTR

A 356 Registry member comments i
Rennsport: Wow! Stupendous! Ex:
who suggested we add RR-II to our |
one?” At the big banquet, the "offici
California, in three years, at Fontana.

Some of the most impressive aspec
memorable to me was the collection
present, that were asked to assemble
group photo.

From Brian Redman, Vic Elford, De
Dan Gurney, and some of their prede
down through David Donohue and D:
to put names and faces together and :
Porsche people” throughout the week

They dedicated the event to the lat

I was surprised that the “winningest
Skirmants, at least to represent the 3
on stage was made up completely of
professional drivers, and they had to
cut it off somewhere.

If I didn't see you there, I'm sorry
to have missed you. [ was stuck on
Grid, with one race group (of five)
totaling 123 cars! If you missed go-
ing, you missed quite an event. Al-
most a big enough hit for a Porsche
junkie to OD on!

| (nght) B: uce Baker‘du ecting traffic’ W
| on the false grid for one of the five race
run groups at this year’s PCNA
“RennSport Reunion-II" at Daytona

International Speedway
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1an online forum: “A few words about
ellent! Beyond words! Thanks to all
lorida itinerary. So, when's the next
" rumor was that the next will be in

ts of the event were subtle. The most
of Porsche driving talents, past and
on the stage after the banquet for a

‘ek Bell, Bobby Rahal, Jackie Ickx and
cessors and many of their successors,
rren Law... what a wonderful chance
neet and speak with them as “regular
nd (unlike the reclusive Mr. Seinfeld).

> Bob Akin.

Porsche drivers list” didn't include Vic
>6. However, [ imagine the gathering

These photographs of rare, special,
and very, very fast Porsche race
cars were taken by RTR member
Ron Kellett.

Thanks Ron !
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The Chuff Zone...

By Christopher Mahalick, RTR

The town of Hershey, Pennsylvania
was founded in 1905. Built on a
foundation of moral responsibility and
benevolence, Milton Hershey’s factory
town was unlike all others. Single
brick homes, manicured lawns, and
tree-lined streets came together to
create a town that even today reminds
me of a Mennonite version of the
neighborhood in Teave it to Beaver.’
“Ward, have Wally and the Beaver been
playing with my prayer veil?”.

It is against this backdrop that
thousands of Porsche fanatics gather
every April to attend the world’s
largest Porsche-only swap meet. And if
the five thousand plus folks attending
this event weren’t enough, then throw
in a really big Volkswagen gathering in
another neighborhood. If you are
thinking “German Auto Utopia”, then
you’ve hit the nail right on the head.

The reasons I selected my 914 as this
year’s transport were twofold. First
and foremost, none of the major
automobile publications have been
clamoring for my writing, so funds are
tight. In order to provide a quick cash
infusion into my track program, I
figured that the car corral at the swap
meet may just have been the answer.

(To relieve your guilt, please send
Hawk Blues and Toyo Proxes to my
home address.) Aside from avarice,
though, an anachronistic town like
Hershey beckons for an equally
anachronistic ride. And a 1971 914 fits
the bill perfectly. [Interestingly, I
considered the choice of my ‘71 911E
more ‘Yintage’ than anachronistic... --
Ed]

Slab-sided, slow, and inherently
unreliable, the 914 looks like a fashion
refugee from the ‘70s. But that’s what
makes it so cool. I could easily picture
Jim Rockford’s lawyer, Beth Davenport
exiting this car dressed in a polyester
pantsuit, sporting some major-league
‘70s big-hair. If the 70’s were a car, they
would be a 914 [ideally, Ravenna
Green...--Ed].

I hit the Pennsylvania Turnpike west

\
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at about 7:30 on a beautiful Saturday
morning in this particular 914 for the
ride to Hershey. Since the car is over
thirty years old, I decided to keep the
speed to about 55 or 60.

And that proved to be a perfect
plan... for about three miles! After
being repeatedly passed by old Chevy
Cavaliers and chintzy Oldsmobile
products, I finally had enough. It was

So I arrived in Hershey with a smile
on my face, all set to enjoy a fun, sunny,
spring day. The swap meet was great.
There were a ton of folks from the
Philadelphia area present, so it was as
much about the socializing as it was
about the cars.

And if 1 ever want some shredded
fiberglass panels for my Carrera, I'll
know who to call. From absolute junk
through an

| Thousands of

the head...

-

Porsche fanatics
gather every April to
attend the world’s
largest Porsche-only
swap meet. ... If you’re
thinking “German
Auto Utopia,” you’ve
hit the nail right on

N$85,000
Gemballa 911, it
was all there for

you.
At about two
o’clock the

crowd began to
thin, so I decided
it was time to
head back home
myself. It took
forever getting
out of the
parking lot, but
once on the open
road the traffic
began to thin,
and I was on my
way. Only I was
heading in the
wrong direction.
I finally found an
exit and turned
around to head

back east. The
traffic began to
slow a  Dbit,

/eventually

time to let this puppy run and deal
with the consequences later. I was a
little nervous as the needle crept to
eighty, but the car felt completely
composed and comfortable.

The next thing I knew, I was cruising
at a safe and prudent ninety, while
weaving my way through the Cavaliers
and Oldsmobiles that had previously
passed me. In reality, the 914 is an
awesome, relaxed, highway car. It
could probably cruise at ninety all day
long with nary a complaint. Not bad at
all for a much-maligned antique.

coming to a stop.
When the traffic started to move, I
didn’t. There was no first gear. So I hit
second, slid the clutch a bit and was
moving once more. I then shifted to
third, and the shift lever went limp in
my hand. I hobbled into the parking
lot of a local grocery store. Now what
dolIdo?

In a moment that defined my
infinite wisdom, I had jumped into a
thirty-year old car that morning
without even packing a single tool.

So I went into the grocery store and
purchased a pair of pliers. The next



problem was that they proved to be
totally ineffective. SoIdecided to limp
up the road in third gear. Well that
wasn’t going to work, but at least there
was a mini-mart to pull into on the
main road.

As luck would have it, there was a
road crew working nearby, and they
were able to lend me an eight-inch
Crescent wrench. With this tool I was
able to remove some bolts, but I still
needed a socket.

I began to ask around to see if any of
the folks gassing up their cars had any
tools with them. Based on the
responses I received, I may have just as
well been asking for porn and alcohol
in Saudi Arabia.

I was just about to give up hope
when I noticed a young guy gassing up
his GTI VR6. I asked if he had some
tools. He didn’t, but he offered to drive
home and return with a socket set. He
returned in minutes, and I was finally
able to repair my car. Once I had the
bolts holding down the shifter out I
told him I would be OK, and he
returned home.

I progressed with the needed
repairs, only to realize that I needed a
screwdriver to complete the process.
Since my tool connection had left, it
was time to recruit his replacement.
As luck would have it, two more GTI's
pulled in, driven by two guys who
looked like they could have been extras
in the movie American History X.

Nonetheless, I asked them if they
had a screwdriver. Not only did they
have one, but they hung out to offer
moral support. I continued to work,
and as I did, more folks began to mill
about. It became like a little VW/
Porsche party.

At one point, as I am just finishing
up, I hear a guy say, “Bro, are you
gonna be OK, we can’t leave one of the
family behind.” Thankfully, I was
going to be OK. I'm sure that I would
have achieved a higher level of
“spiritual enlightenment” (nudge,
nudge, wink, wink) had I been driven
home in a psychedelic VW bus, but at
that moment all my thoughts were
focused on getting the car back home
under its own power.

With the transmission shifting once
again, it was time to get out of Dodge

in a big way. My friends Mark and
Carol Reynolds had stopped by and
graciously offered to follow me home.
This was to be the one and only time in
history that a 914 would be leading a
GT2.

We headed back to the turnpike, and
I was really feeling great that I had
been able to get the car going again.
The Forces That Be must have sensed
my jubilation.

So they stepped in and made the car
stall as I entered the turnpike. That
was it. I calmly pulled over and
decided to call for a tow truck.
Sometimes you just know it’s time to
quit. Skip right on by anger and go
directly to the acceptance phase.
Helps to lower the blood pressure.
Mark and Carol pulled over behind me,
but there was nothing to do but wait for
the tow truck to arrive.

So there we were. A GT2 and a 914
sitting on the side of the turnpike. All of
a sudden we look up from our
conversation to see an Infinity G35
backing up towards us.

Once stopped, the doors open up
and a guy that looks like a bad version
of Tiny Tim steps out along with his two
young sons. He immediately goes into a
dissertation on how fast his 450-

horsepower,
coupe is.

Subsequent tales involving his
bravado on the dragstrip provided
further assurance that we were in the
presence of an automotive legend. As he
approached the GT2 he inquired as to
its horsepower rating. I immediately
began to send Mark a telepathic
message that said “pick any number
over 450!” It worked! “I think this car
has about 480,” replied Mark.

Excellent! An unintentional (on
Mark’s part) smackdown befitting the
World Wrestling Federation. The (one-
sided) conversation eventually wound
down, and Tiny Tim and his sons got
back in their car. “Watch, he’ll burn
out as he leaves” was Mark’s sage,
solitary, comment. And that said, Tiny
Tim did indeed, burn rubber.

It has been written numerous times
(and that’s just by me) that life is what
happens while you are making other
plans. That is more than OK with me. I
feel that I lived a bunch of lives that
Saturday in April.

At times ludicrous, at times surreal,
they came together to make for one
special day. And if you feel you need
some help getting there yourself, I have
a broken-down 914 for sale.
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