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HIGH PERFORMANCE

cooofriAH
BOSCH

f QUAKER SIML

AT HOLBERTS IT'S WHAT YOU EXPECT AND WHATWE DELIVER.
EXCITING AUTOMOBILES AT THE BEST PRICES BACKED BY
EXPERIENCED SERVICE. PARTS. AND AFTER-MARKET DEPARTMENTS.

IF ITS THE PERFORMANCE EDGE YOU WANT.WE'LL SUPPLY YOU
THE EDGE THAT MADE THE HOLBERT TEAM IMSA & LEMANS
CHAMPION AGAIN IN 1987.

SO WHETHER ITS ON THE TRACK OR ON THE ROAD ... OR
SLIGHTLY OFF THE ROAD COME TO HOLBERTSAND EXPERIENCE

X HIGH PERFORMANCE. e«EBei

m (215) 343-1600 (215) 343-2890

Audi
www.holberts.com

H#L3LRT $
1607 Easton Rd. Wamngton. PA 18976



I try to rollow Billy Joel's philosophy; to paraphrase - —^
today is always the best of times. History bears a>
great significance, most notably serving as the back- {/)

ground to enrich the experiences of today

One interpretation is that Ienjoyed the winter months with my a>
Fbrsches, even when the trip to my office is shorter than the time it
takes to get heat in the old 912E (Buttercup, if you are so inclined).
On some cold evenings I would pull a chair into the 356 garage, along
with a heavy blanket, a radio, a Macanudo. and a little single malt - just
to sit amongst these beauties is a humbling experience. Considering
the mild weather we had this year I even spread a little wax. enjoying
each curve and nuance that makes a machine a work of art. All in all. it

was a good winter

But today is the best of times, and we can drive our Fbrsches daily
Driving truly transforms our art from a visual experience to a complete
sensual overload. The sound of a Fbrsche engine pops the goose
bumps up on my arms. The unexplainable satisfaction of steering,
shifting, braking - smoothly dancing your way over open road - know
ing that you share a fulfillment with just a few others, for me. really
makes life worth living. ^

Our meeting in April was held on a beautiful, balmy spring day.
Very few showed up dressed from work. Yet half of the people there
chose another form of transportation than their Fbrsche. I have
approached the Garage Queen Syndrome from many perspectives, but
I am far happier now that I use my cars as they are intended rather
than to manufacture excuses why today is not the day...It is always the
Day

I received a fair amount of input about last month's column. My
suggestions to the Exec will be that we: a) keep Der Gasser; b) exam
ine cheaper ways to produce it (John Floyd has offered his expertise in
the business): c) combine more issues thru the winter; d) work with
Doug to learn how to produce an Internet based edition if we need to
in the future: and e) utilize the Internet to send reminders of major
events to enhance attendance.

Next month. I should have some interesting tales to tell. Bill
O'Connell and I were invited to participate in the Mille Miglia. driving a
BMW 507 with fellow RTR members Mike Tillson and Sue Tatios. Then

Nancy and I will be driving a 356 in the New England 1000. a true
test of our stress management skills.

These are the Days

Craig
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4 -5 RTR Driver Ed, Jefferson Circuit

11 Tech Session. Performance Automotive (pg4)

2A RTR Driver Ed. Pocono South - White run

group and above

25 - 26 RTR Driver Ed, Pocono North

29 Membership Meeting - Brandywine Porsche-
Newtown Square

JUA/B
22 - 23 Stone Bridge Weekend (see thispage)

26 Membership Meeting - Karosserie - King of
Prussia

MY
Membership Meeting - Mike Tillson Motorcar
Service - Philadelphia

/jUMsr
2 - A RTR Driver Ed. Watkins Glen

28 Membership Meeting - Don Rosen Porsche
Race Cars at Rosen's - Conshohocken

SBKfBAfBB/l
25 Membership Meeting - Vision Porsche

Reading

27 RTR Driver Ed. Pocono East

28 - 29 RTR Driver Ed, Pocono North

oooBb/i
30 Membership Meeting - Elections - TBA

See RTR Driver Ed Application on page 11.

149 Old Lancaster Road
Devon, PA 19333
(610) 964-0477

Sales

Service
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Parts

(^^DoivJ^Ibra ith
a MOTORING, INC.
mPORSCHE
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Membership

Meeting

at

Area's

Newest

Porsche

Dealership

Brandywine

Porsche

Meet special guest

speaker David

Donohue (below)

driver for the Panzos

racing team.

^005 West Chester Pk

Newton Square, PA

610-886-1000



A big thanks to Q's Tire and Automotive Service Centers, Kevin Hyatt. G's

Director of Sales, and Ted D'Orazio the G's Limerick store manager tor

hosting our meeting. We appreciate your continued support.
A special thanks to Thomas Oklhisa

from TOYO Tires, who flew in from the
West coast to talk to us about Performance

tires.

May's meeting will be hosted by Kurt
Riser, Vice President and General Manager
of Brandywine Porsche (www.brandy-
wineporsche.com). Brandywine Porsche is
the regions newest Porsche dealer. Special
guest speaker will be David Donohue driver
for the Panzos team. He is recently back
from testing in prep for LeMans. Look on
our Web site (www.rtr-pca.org) for details.

PCA PA LICENSE PLATE APPLICA

TIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE

MEETING-to fill out an application at the

meeting bring your owners card(s) and a
check.

Registration for the Watkins Glen Driver
Education Event (August 2-4, 2002) will
open at this meeting. Applications will be
accepted from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM ONLY.
FYI: Due to the popularity of this event, it
could sell out prior TO 8:00 - GET THERE
EARLY.

The meeting will be held Wednesday,
May 29, with Social at 7:30 PM, Members
Meeting at 8:00 PM. Address: 4005 West
Chester Pike, Newton Square, PA

The June meeting will be held on
Wednesday the 26th at Karosserie, King of
Prussia, PA

^:c3y
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A thought out of nowhere: I'm not exactly a hard core nut about this but

tor some reason things with wheels have always attracted me. Bikes,

cars, motorcycles, redheaded women on roller blades. Why is this?

Anyway, I'm going to start writing a col
umn again (I told you it was out of
nowhere) on an every-so-often basis. It
seems like I've been so busy with work for
the last two years that just getting this publi
cation out somewhat close to deadline was

all I could manage. But I think the tide is
turning somewhat (or I'm burning out)
allowing me a little more time.

I'm actually taking up a lot of space this
month. I was fortunate enough to travel to
Zuffenhausen and the Porsche factory In
April. There are a bunch of pictures and my
brief. If somewhat irreverent, article starting
on page 8.1 can now say I've gone flat out
on the autobahn. (Of course it was in an
Opel Corsa managing 104 mph but hey, I
can still say It.) I did drive a new 700 series
BMW while in Stuttgart. Now there's a dif
ferent car. I got to talk to some of BMW's
execs and apparently they're taking a lot of
flak over there about their l-drive concept.
It's tough to be out in front sometimes.

All you driver ed people be sure to catch
Mike Andrews' article and great pictures on
our first DE event of the year starting on
page 6. Isn't spring great? I can't wait to get
to the track myself although I'm not sure
when that will be. Car's laid up right now.
Whenever it happens my youngest son is
going to be driving this year for the first
time. That should be a hoot.

For those of a technical bent, Ed
Kovalevich's application for our upcoming
charity Dyno Day is on page 4 and there's
an good article about brakes on page 12.

Keeping with my stream of conscious
ness theme: I recently saw one of those
new Harleys with the Porshce designed
engine (see engine cutaway in picture on
page 8). I've never been a real Harley fan
(even though it does have wheels) but this
thing is totally cool.

And talk about burn out, how about
those Sixers. Rest up and heal over the
summer, guys. We still luv ya.

Our Zone 2 rep, Manny Alban's, article
about VIR is on page 13 along with a hot
rumor about a 700 hp 980 model. At least
it's not a mini-van!

Be sure to take note of the change In
Nell's Revenge Trek to the Track on page
5. It's now open to guys too. Fred Bonsall's
doing another superb job of organizing it
this year and if you wondered what all this
drivers' ed ink Is about but didn't want to

bet the farm to find out, this Is the perfect
opportunity. On the same page don't forget
Ken Souser's Stone Bridge II ramble.

Finally, there's a Details article about
protecting your car on page 6. Don't miss it.

That's it for May. Have fun. Remember
fun? Ahh, yes. It's coming back to me now.

Jim McHenry, Editor
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Announcing the third annual RTR Dyne Day!!

When; June 22, 2002

Where: Cyntex
220 East Union St

West Chester, PA

Mail to: Ed Kovalevich (Dyno Day)
13 Chatham Lane

Mullica Hill, NJ 08062

Cost: $80 per car

Details: We anticipate that 12-15 cars will have the opportunity to be tested. Each car will get three runs on
the dyno. All proceeds will be donated to charity. Unfortunately the dyno cannot accommodate four wheel
drive vehicles. Directions will be posted on our web site.

ifyou are interested in participating please completely fill out the following information and send a check
to RTR RCA for $80 to reserve yourspace. To save timewe must group the cars together, so please fill out
type of car and modifications section. Theapplications will be accepted on a first comefirst served basis.

Name :

Phone Number:

Modifications :

WHEN ONLY THE BEST FOR YOUR CAR WILL DO!
Complete Alignment Center
Including: Hunter Alignment
and Goodyear Certified Run
Flat Tire Equipment

ASE Certified

Technicians

r. /

Brembo, Pagid,
and Hawk Brakes Authorized Tire j

Rack install Center

fne Leader m rdiecne mamiencince and nign

IPerformance Modifications.
25% OFF towards your toch inspections with

Imention of this add.

der May 2002

Complete Suspension Upgrades:
Bilstein, Koni, JRZ

/ Mobil Oil,
yRedUne

/ Racing Oils

B&B Exhaust

f-n Products

Transmission

Upgrades

Performance
AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

3239 Phoertixvlle Pike. Bldg. 1 suite 1
ktelvem, PA 19355

(610) 695-9545



Snidely's Annual Trek to Track 2002

"Nell's Revenge" Just Went Co-Ed
(cont'd from April)

Well, well, well, since only seven of those of the fairer sex
have decided to take Nell's challenge, we've decided to
open up the opportunity to the gentlemen of the club!
That's right guys, if you missed your chance
for a day of fun with your favorite Porsche^
last year, do not despair; you can join
us on Saturday, May 25 with those
seven lovely ladies at Pocono
International Raceway and taste the
whole "driver education" experience.
Just $25 gives you and a friend or
family member:

• Early breakfast and caravan
to Pocono

• A full day of driver-
education exposure

• Free lunch for you and your guest
• Laps around the track with an instructor
• Free festivities at the end of the day

So fill out the form below and send that $25 check payable
to "RTR-PCA" to Fred Bonsall, today! Last chance big guy!

-

stone Bridge
Weekend II

June 22-23 2002

Due to the overwhelming suc
cess of lost Year's Stone Bridge
Weekend in the Poconos, anoth
er has been

planned. The trip will be limited
to thirteen participants (the
number of rooms in the Inn).
The cost including dinner and
lodging has not as yet been
finalized but will be in the $180
range per couple.

For further information please
contact:

Ken Souser, Trip Meister
5696 Merion Lane

Macungie, Pennsylvania 18062

Home: 610-966-4391
Cell: 610-533-6123

Email: Ken5ouser@aol.com

APPLICATION for "Nell's Revenge"

Send to - Attention; G. Frederick Bonsall, 437 High Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018 (610) 866-0505 (W)

Dear Fred,
Count me in. I want to be among the twenty car limit for this special event!
I will be coming alone. (please check)
I will be accompanied by

I will meet at 7:00 am for breakfast on Saturday, May 25, 2002 at:

Otto's Restaurant, Horsham

Charcoal Drive-in, Allentown

REQUIREMENTS: You must have a valid driver's license and be at least 18 years of age.
Reisentoter reserves the right to refuse any application

Name:

Street:

City:

Home Phone: (_

E-mail:

PCA Region

Porsche Model and Year

State: Zip:

Work Phone: ( )

PCA Member #

Color

I understand that this is a driver's education event and I will abide by the rules. I certify that I have no physi
cal or mental disorders witch might affect my ability to safely participate in this event.

Enclosed, please find my check for $25.00 made payable to RTR-PCA which includes a meal ticket for myself
and a guest.

Signature: Date:

M^y 2002 der
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Jefferson Circuit 2002

Hello all, I hope everyone's doing
well.

As Track Chair and member of

the Executive Board, one of my
responsibilities is to write articles
for der Gasser. Because DE is

not a competitive event, it's hard
to write up a summary since
there's not much to report on.
There isn't a class winner or any
awards handed out at the events

but there are a lot of smiles and

tall stories when I walk around

the pits and talk to the partici
pants.
This year started out a little shaky
with no JC date on our schedule.

As it turns out our normal date

was needed for something else
on a larger scale and we couldn't
fit any of the available dates into
our schedule. We finally decided
to drop the third day at the big
track and we were in business.

May 4th and 5th it would be.
For those of you that have not

Seethrough Protection
for Porsches

by Matt Zakarian, Metro New YorkRegion

(from PORSCHE POST)

I have been writing this monthly
column about how to fix cosmetic

problems on your Porsche since the
August 1995 issue of the PORSCHE
POST. But lately, with the incredible
sales success of the Boxster and

996, many of you new car owners
have asked how to prevent those
problems in the first place. What a
great idea!

The two most prevalent chal
lenges most of you face are the
paint chips on the front of your
Porsche and cracked headlights/fog
lights (more prevalent on earlier
Porsches with less sloping head
lights).

Let's cover the simpler problem
first: the lights. They are very prone
to damage by flying rocks or road
debris and are not exactly inexpen
sive to replace. (Have you priced
them lately?) The solution is a flexi
ble 80-mil vinyl headlight protection
system, so tough it can withstand
most impacts with no damage to the
lens. Guaranteed not to crack, yellow

eler M^y 2002

been to this track it is a 1.1 mile

circuit that consists of seven

turns and three straights. The
track is designed to be run in
either direction (which we do)
and is very technical. It is a very
good learning track. Another
plus is the use of the skid pad.
It's a great big circle with a very
slippery surface to which they
add water to make it even slip
perier. I especially want to thank
Tony Bonnani for stepping in at
the last minute and running skid
pad training.
I got to the hotel about 5:00 p.m.
on Friday to find a parking lot full
of cars, trailers, and the usual
crew standing about getting
caught up with what went on over
the winter. Stories were told and

then off to our rooms for a good
night's rest.
We woke Saturday morning to
frost on the cars. No problem,
the forecast was for good weath
er. And with the exception of a
rain shower late on Saturday the
weekend weather was incredible.

or peel for the life of the vehicle:

" Easy, peel & stick installation

* Optically clear; cleans like glass

* Adheres directly to lens surface
(3M adhesive)

* Application for most lens types

* Precision computer cut patterns for
perfect fit

* Race tested to over 160 mph

* Thick enough to withstand most
impacts

* Will not affect light pattern

* Does not alter lens appearance;
virtually invisible.

I have installed them on many
cars, mostly Porsches, and I must
say they do perform up to their
billing. If you're handy with your
hands. You can install them yourself
at home. Call me (516-747-4114) for
price and application and I will order
them for you.

Now, let's discuss the challenge
of paint chips. Frustrating, aren't
they? You don't even have to go to
the track to get them. (Ever get stuck
behind an 18-wheeler?) Porsche
already tries to help you by putting
on a thin plastic film (e.g. on the

We had about 65 participants
with most of the green group
being first timers. We broke up
into the normal five groups with
four 20 minutes sessions each.

The track went green at 9:00 a.m.
and we ran pretfy much without
incident (except for one small
scooter crash) the whole week
end.

I want to thank Brian Hankey for
the accompanying photos.
Thanks also go to our supporting
track staff, all of the volunteers
that help them, all of the instruc
tors that give their all jumping
from car to car, and all of the par
ticipants that made this our best
ever event.

On a side note, John Floyd (our
resident story teller) was not with
us at this event so we won't be

able read his account of the

weekend. Perhaps one of you
that attended might be interested
in telling your story.

Regards,

Michael Andrews,Track Chair

front of the Turbo quarter panels,
etc.). The problem is that they don't
protect your Porsche where it needs
it the most. The front grill, the hood
and the front of your side mirrors get
hammered not only by rocks and
bugs, but more frequently by tiny
sand-like particles (and that's what
all those tiny light colored specks on
your hood are).

The only solution until now has
been a bra; but we all know its short
comings. (In case you don't know,
speak to someone who has a bra.)
For the past four years, many of you
have been asking me to find another
solution. I've researched many prod
ucts, found all of them to have grave
shortcomings and thus never recom
mended any.

Recently, however, I was intro
duced to a product that impressed
me from the start. Made by Invisi-
Shield, it is a clear, impact absorbing
film made from a flexible, energy
absorbent thermoplastic urethane
film manufactured by the 3M
Company specifically for vehicular
paint protection. It will not crack,
fade, peel, yellow (it has built-in UV
inhibitors) or shrink over time. It pro
tects your Porsche while allowing its
color and bril- continued on page 16
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A Trip to the Factory

Text & Photos by Jim McHenry

Well, I've been to the factory in
Zuffenhausen. This article won't tell

you stuff like each workstation has
5+ minutes to do its thing or the line
Is shut down. Or that 2265 91 Ts and

wrong on an assembly line but if you
look closely at how people are doing
their jobs you see why the end prod
uct is as good as it is.

Landbridge over whfch

a handful of Boxsters were pumped
out of this suburb of Stuttgart in
March (most Boxsters being made in
Finland.) You probably already know
those things. What I will give you are
some impressions of the tour and
some tips if you ever want to go.
Finding them irresistible 1may also
throw in an odd fact or two.

Impression: It's a factory. If you
were thinking of it as holy ground,

it's time to stop. Maybe I
had a bit of that going
on but I've worked in

factories and this is one

of them. And for a car

company, it's a pretty
small factory to boot,

impression: They cer
tainly do care about
how they do things.
There is an interesting
amount of attention to

the small things. This
sounds trite:

"Attention to detail." It's one thing to
see it in someone who is restoring a
car but it's quite different when you
see It in a factory setting. There are
so many things that can and do go

k^ody shells

Tip: Allow a long lead-time to set
your tour up through Porsche North
America.

Fact: Some workers do drink beer at

break times. My kind of factory.

Impression: It's relatively quiet.
Now most of the noise probably
goes on across the street In the
body assembly plant. You only tour
the manufacturing process after the
shell is assembled but the environ

ment is almost, well, peaceful.
Again, remembering that this is a
factory; a car factory at that.

eUr May 2002

Fact: They really do run every car
around the neighborhood and on the
Autobahn. They also hand build
every engine. They also dyno test

every engine (tear
ing down ones that
are more than 2%

below or 5% above

their advertised out

put) and there are
four separate
engine production
lines (Turbo,
Boxster, Carrera,

and Cayenne, I
think).

Impression:
Speaking of the
Cayenne, that is a

big mutha German V8 engine.

Impression: A lot of handwork. Only
one robot on the floor that applies
windshield glue.

Tip: Leave yourself plenty of time to
travel to the factory. Expect to get
lost. Expect to have problems park
ing (see below). Expect that the tour
will start exactly on time and leave
without you. This is Germany after
all.

Impression: I always buy used cars
feeling that there is more value in
such a proposition. The tour made


