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AT HOLBERTS IT'S WHAT YOU EXPECT AND WHAT WE DELIVER.

EXCITING AUTOMOBILES AT THE BEST PRICES BACKED BY
EXPERIENCED SERVICE, PARTS. AND AFTER-MARKET DEPARTMENTS,

IFITS THEPERFORMANCE EDGE YOU WANT, WE'LLSUPPLYYOU
THE EDGE THAT MADE THE HOLBERT TEAM IMSA & LEMANS
CHAMPION AGAIN IN 1987,

SO WHETHER IT'S ON THE TRACK OR ON THE ROAD , . . OR
SLIGHTLY OFF THE ROAD COME TO HOLBERTS AND EXPERIENCE
^ HIGH PERFORMANCE.
fj) (215) 343-1600 (215) 343-2890 vJIJjm.
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www.holberts.com
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I Am Becoming My Hther
I didn't really get to know and appreciate him until

he was in his fifties. That's when I was old enough to
appreciate his unique nature - his ethics, his personality (as
a man, not a father), his dress, his mannerisms.

He loved his cars. His ride of choice was a 1976

Cadillac Eldorado Convertible. The last of the absolutely
hugely grotesque aircraft carriers that used to waddle
down the highways. He loved the hair in the wind free
dom it allowed him; it altered his state of mind.

He had many other cars over the 20 years since he bought the boat - but the Lac
always stayed In the garage, serviced and ready to go. 200,000 miles on it! After
the doctors pulled his driver's license, he hid sets of keys all over the house. When
my mother went out, my dad would take a spin. Sometimes he would return alone,
sometimes the police would have him towed. My mom would confiscate the keys -
but he always had a spare set hidden somewhere.

Well, I am fifty now. Life is a little more laid back - not settled down mind
you - but laid back. I now appreciate the vehicles that remind me of my more youth
ful era - just like my dad.

I muttered last month about my daily driver - a 1976 912E. After spending
a week away on a business trip, the first thing I did after kissing my dog (Nancy was
with me on the trip) was to take the 912 out for exercise. The noise, the feel, the
smell -1 know the biggest smile was back on my face. I felt alive again - comfort
able, secure, fulfilled.

Porsche has provided us with the opportunity to share those feelings more
then any other car company - or product -1 know. I carry a card that says Ferrari
Club of America, one for the Audi Quattro Club, and my history includes Benz and
BMW club memberships. But Porsche does it better by far.

If you want a state of the art sports car, they have a 911 Turbo. If you want
an affordable "most-fun-sitting-down" sports car, there is the Boxster.

But the maximum Porsche experience is not necessarily new. I have some
356s, any one of which I would happily take on a 1,000 mile trip (and I am in May,
the New England 1,000). 911s of any vintage are still a blast to drive, the most
unique sensory overload I know of. My son's 944 Turbo is still the best all around
car ever available. I still wish I had properly appreciated the 928, they are fantastic
drivers. Dennis Angelisanti's 914 handled as well as my Lola Race Car, only it had
a license plate and a state inspection sticker.

We can turn them into racecars, shine them all up, follow each other along
country roads to a social event.

They are not cheap but they hold their value better than anything I know.
We have chosen wisely, our hobby is one of the most satisfying experi

ences I know. Thank you. Dr. Porsche.
Nancy is already looking for my hiding places for keys. I hope she doesn't

find them all in the next 20 years or so.

I want to be my father.
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Membership Meeting - Holbert's-New
Member Meeting- Warrington

Porsche Only Swap Meet, (see this page)

Membership Meeting - O's Tires - Limerick

A -5 RTR Driver Ed. Jefferson Circuit

2A RTR Driver Ed. Pocono South

25 - 26 RTR Driver Ed. Pocono North

29 Membership Meeting - Brandywine Porsche-
Newtown Square

M/I/£

MY

Membership Meeting - Karosserie - King of
Prussia

Membership Meeting - Mike Tillson Motorcar
Service - Philadelphia

/jUGUsr
RTR Driver Ed. Watkins Glen

Membership Meeting - Don Rosen Porsche
Race Cars at Rosen's - Conshohocken

25 Membership Meeting - Vision Porsche
Reading

27 RTR Driver Ed. Pocono East

28 - 29 RTR Driver Ed. Pocono North

oodBb/i
30 Membership Meeting - Elections - TBA

See RTR Driver Ed Application on page 13.

New Track Date

Added in May
We added Jefferson Circuit to

this year's track schedule. It will be
May 4th and 5th. As announced
previously, we implemented our
new registration process at the
February club meeting. It met with
great success. In less than one
hour, we processed forty applica
tions for Jefferson Circuit. The

green run group is sold out with
three people on the wait list. All but
a couple spots in the blue group
are taken.

At the March club meeting at
Holberts, we will have registration
open between 7:00 and 8:00.
Applications will be accepted for
Jefferson Circuit - May 4 & 5,
Pocono - May 24 (advanced run
groups only) and Pocono - May 25
& 26.

On a related topic, we are look
ing for someone to design a T-shirt
for this year track program. If you
think you might be interested
please give me a call.

Michael Andrews <9!B»

Event

Jefferson Circuit

Pocono East course

Pocono North course

Watkins Glen

Pocono South course

Pocono North Course

Event Date

May4, 5

May 24

May 25. 26

August 2, 3 and 4

September 27

September 28, 29

RTR Open Date
Open Now

March 27

March 27

May 29

July 31

July 31
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The March meeting is our New Members Meeting
and will be held again this year at Holbert's
(www.Holberts.com). We are changing our meet- M /«
ing format to make it more interesting for the |*
membership and to give Vince Evans some time vSOjf
for his comments and commentary on his and
our favorite topic - Porsche.

Vince will address where Porsche has been, why they are changing and where they are going.

Should be quite interesting..,.

The meeting will be held Wednesday, March 27, with Social at 7:30, Membership Meeting at 8:00. Address 1607
Easton Rd., Warrington, PA (215-343-1600).

February's Membership Meeting and VENDOR SHOW was a great success. Huge membership turnout ~
great door prizes - excellent food -

Thanks you: AWE, BREY-KRAUSE, CJ's TIRES AND AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES. CAR CARE SERVICES, CYN-
TAX, DOUGHERTY AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, GOODMAN RADIO. HOLT MOTOR SPORTS. ULTIMATE
GARAGES for your continues support to our club. Special thanks to Bill and Collin Dougherty for opening their
faciiities for this event.

The April meeting will be held at CJ'sTire and Automotive Service Center, 1405 S. Township Line Road, .ptn
Limerick Pa. Phone 610-409-0400.

Hello ladies and gentlemen. It
Is an honor to serve again as your
Rally Chair. Unfortunately, Drew
Schmidt will not be joining me this
year as Rally co-Chair. This has
already been an exciting new year
for Riesentoter. We have had an

exciting election (predictably filled
with mud-slinging), a new presi
dent and a general shift in the
elected positions. I am pleased to
announce that there are new and

exciting additions for the Rally
enthusiasts as well!

First, we will be having 3 rally
events for 2002. The Spring Rally
has been scheduled for April 21st
with a rain date of April 28th. Due
to your input, the rally has been
scheduled for Sunday. In addition,
there will be Rally events sched
uled for the summer and fail.

Secondly, i have proposed a Rally
award to be presented at the annu
al Riesentoter Christmas Bali.

This award will be presented to the
team that demonstrates the most

enthusiasm during the Rally trials.
I am also pleased to announce that
Brandon Hatalski, (Nick Hatalski's
son) will be assisting me (unoffi
cially) in constructing and prepar
ing the Rally events.

Also some other exciting news:
I am currently in the process of
converting my 993 into a GT2 -
SuperCup car (all I need to do is
learn how to drive!)-l figured you
drivers' ed. guys would enjoy that!
Anyhow, I am currently looking for
companies that would sponsor the
car for Rally events. In return, my
993 would sport their company
logo and allow them to use the car
for conferences and shows. Any
money that is left after the Rally tri
als would then be donated to chari

ty. In this case, I've chosen
CHARGE, a non-profit organization
dedicated to promoting the aware
ness of fibromyalgia (a common
yet undiagnosed disease affecting
the nerve impulses that occur
throughout the body), More infor
mation can be found at:

www.chargeinc.org In short,
DuPont has officially agreed to be
a sponsor. I am currently speaking
to several other companies about
sponsorship, including FabSpeed,
Bristol Myers Squibb, Aventis, 3M
and others. I am unclear in what

my success will be with the other
companies but please let me know
if you have anyone who may be
interested.

The Spring Rally will begin at
the Plymouth Meeting Mall in front
of Strawbridge and Clothier (near
est parking area to Germantown
Pike by the main entrance) at 11
AM sharp. Please be prepared for
a navigator's meeting at 10:30 AM.
The theme of the rally will be one
that has been adopted from our
other PCA regions (thanks Nick!).
There will be a synchronized start
and the end will be at an undis

closed location, i call it the "A2B"

Rally. Get from point A to point B
with the lowest miles and the best

time. No maps, GPS, or phone
calls to get directions. You can,
however, get out and ask for direc
tions. There is no "bail-out" map.
There will be an official Rally time
and mileage to standardize the
scores. The teams will get nothing
more than an address. This

should be an exciting and interest
ing Rally for everyone. Nick
Hatalski and Jason Mahoney
joined us last year from the drivers'
ed. events and placed 1st and 2nd
respectively. Any takers? I hope
to see more participants out there.
If not, we'll have fun without you.

Steven W. Choi, Rally Chair <9^
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Porsche Clear Coat Care

by David Bynon, San Diego Region (from WINDBLOWN WITNESS)

The high-tech p^int on
I'ecent Porsche c^j-s cjif-
fef-5 from their- pi'e-1984-
pr-e4ece55oi'5 in str-uctur-e
304 in the c^r-e they
r-equir-e. In geoer-^l terms,
the finish l^yer on 3II
l3te-mo4el Porsche c^rs
W3S 3 pigmente4, oil-
b3se4 p3int. When
4et3iling these conven-
tion3l finishes, you work
4irectly on the l3yer of
p3int th3t gives 3 c3r its
color. To43y's Porsche
c3r finish is 3 W3ter-b3se4
p3int system, which h3s 3
cle3r top l3yer for 344^4
be3uty 3n4 protection.
This article illustrates the complex
structure of the modern clearcoat

system and describes methods to
care for and maintain its original
beauty.

What is a Clearcoat Finish?

A clearcoat finish Is any paint
system that has a color layer pro
tected by a clear urethane,
polyurethane or other transparent
final finish. Although this protective
layer is more tolerant than
Porsches finishes of the past, it
requires a little more knowledge for
proper care. Understanding your
Porsche's clearcoat system Is nec
essary to provide proper care.

Although the chemical com
pound and application technology
is rapidly changing, all clearcoat
systems are basically the same. A
clearcoat system consists of a
primer layer, a flat color layer, and
a glossy clear top layer. The
primer is a bonding agent for the
bare metal and the color layer. It
prevents corrosion and provides a

stable substrate for the color and

clearcoats. The color layer is
applied to the primer and is typical
ly very thin. It's only purpose is to
provide color. The clearcoat is two
to three times the thickness of the

color layer, adding to the appear
ance of paint depth and offering
additional protection. To provide
ultraviolet (UV) light protection for
the color layer, Porsche's clearcoat
system contains an UV blocking
agent.

Porsche's clearcoat finish is

somewhat forgiving. Faults in the
clearcoat are easily corrected com
pared to solid pigmented finishes,
such as enamel. Scuffs and

scratches in pigmented paint lay
ers are challenging to correct
because the top layer contains the
color. This is especially true if the
scratch penetrates the color layer
into the primer layer. In Porsche's
clearcoat system, most minor
scratches and scuffs never reach

the color or primer layer. In these
cases, a quick polishing is all that's
needed to repair a minor blemish.

Does Your Porsche

Have a Clearcoat?

How can you tell if your
Porsche has a conventional finish

or a clearcoat finish? It isn't always
easy to tell. One test is to gently
rub an out-of-sight place on the fin
ish with a polish. If the paint color
comes off on your polishing cloth,
you most likely have conventional
finish. Polishing on a clearcoat will
normally not reveal any color
removal.

Selecting Wash Products for Your
Porsche's Clearcoat

Regular washing of your
Porsche's paint is the most impor
tant step in maintaining a healthy
finish. With a clearcoat system, it
is particularly important to choose
a quality car shampoo. I repeat:
you should use a wash product
specially formulated for car finish
es (not your dishes). The ideal
wash product for the clearcoat sur
face has the following characteris
tics:

1. PH balanced (should be slightly

der Mai-cb 2002

alkaline to counteract the acidic

conditions found on our Southern

California roadways)
2. Lubrication (protects paint from
scratching and maintains gloss)
3. Thick suds (provides best clean
ing action)
4. No residue (free rinsing, no
streaking)

On the basis of overwhelming
evidence, dishwashing detergent
will destroy your Porsche's
clearcoat finish over time.

Dishwashing detergents are formu
lated to remove grease and oils.
Detergents will easily strip the wax
and protective oils from your paint.
The same wax and nutritive oil

removal occurs if you put your
Porsche through most coin-op car
washes. In order to clean without

brushes, coin-op car wash sys
tems must use strong detergents.
It is also important to note that
many professional automotive
detailers use detergents to strip
wax and road grime. This allows
them to quickly polish and wax the
car. Most detailing expert agree
that the preferred method of de-
waxing is to use a quality pre-wax
cleaner.

Your washing tools are as
important as the shampoo you
choose. I prefer a natural (not syn
thetic) sea sponge, cotton chenille
pad, or sheepskin wash mitt for
washing. These tools have a large
number of fine filaments that draw

dirt and grime away from the sur
face being cleaned into their inter
nal structure. Synthetic (flat sided)
sponges and wash clothes can
trap dirt, grit, and grime on the sur
face which can scratch your car's
paint. If you use a natural sea
sponge, use the outer "soft" side
for washing, not the harder "cut"
side, and always rinse new
sponges thoroughly to remove any
remaining sand or shell particles.
100% cotton chenille wash mitts

and pads are also excellent as
they hold lots of soapy water and
are gentle to your paint.

You can cause significant sur
face damage to your Porsche's fin



ish by using the wrong wash tool.
For example, a synthetic sponge is
not a free-rinsing tool, as grit gets
trapped in the sponge's pores.
Towels and diapers are even more
problematic due to the weave of
cloth. The weave of cloth will trap
dirt even if you wash with a soapy
solution. Whatever washing tools or
shampoo you use, the basic wash
ing techniques are the same. First,
you rinse the finish to remove any
loose dirt and cool the paint sur
face. This step eliminates loose dirt
that can be quickly and easily
removed. If any dirt remains, it must
be removed with minimal friction to

avoid scratching.
Most dirt remaining after the first

rinse is affixed to the your
Porsche's clearcoat finish through
surface tension. To remove this dirt

without scratching, you must inter
rupt the surface tension without cre
ating friction. This is the job of your
wash shampoo. The shampoo must
dislodge all pollutants, Including
abrasives, from the clearcoat and
suspend the abrasives so they can
be rinsed.

Washing & Drying

Here are some tips to make wash
ing easier:
1, Wash the wheels first!

2. Make sure your Porsche is cool
and work in the shade, if possible.
A hot surface causes the wash and

rinse water to evaporate too quickly,
increasing the likelihood of water
spotting. One trick is to park on a
slight incline. This allows rinse
water to run off moldings, trim, and
recessed areas better. Start by thor
oughly wetting the finish with a
medium water spray to remove

149 Old Lancaster Road

Devon, PA 19333
(610)964-0477

¥ISnHL
1211 LANCASTER AVE.
P.O. BOX 306

READING. PA 19607
(610) 777-6501
(610) 775-2794 FAX

and surface dirt.

3. Start washing from the top down
and rinse your Porsche often.
Frequent rinsing is especially impor
tant Ifyou are using a wash con
taining natural oils. While these oils
cushion the paint and minimize
abrasion they are heavier than
water and can leave a film if

allowed to set on the car.

4. Use a final rinse of free flowing
water {nozzle off the hose) allowing
the water to sheet off the car.

5. Using a clean, damp, natural or
synthetic chamois, start at the top
of the car and work down, drawing
the chamois across the surface in a

straight line. If using a natural
chamois, use the "rough" side to dry
the car. Repeat wiping until the sur
face is mostly dry then finish drying
with a clean terry towel or micro-
fiber (Miracle Towel) to remove any
remaining droplets.

Threats to Your Clearcoat

Environmental damage is a clear
and present danger to your
Porsche's clearcoat. The most

I Sales

Service m

Repairs I
Parts •

Don-Xralbraith
MOTORING, INC.

PORSCHE
and other high-performance imports

R. CRAIG ROSENFELD
Dealer Principal

common problem is carbon from
car exhaust, which can easily build
up on your clearcoat. By Itself,
exhaust carbon Is fairly harmless.
Mix it with water, though, and you
have an acid bath. Acid fog is very
common here in Coastal California,

as is acid snow in the Northeast

United States. Every form of precip
itation, including the morning dew,
carries a potential threat of acid
damage to your clearcoat. The
problem is extreme in highly popu
lated or industrial areas.

You can cause more damage to
your clearcoat than any environ
mental hazard if you use the wrong
detailing products. The clearcoat
will not tolerate abrasives. Anything
abrasive used on the clearcoat will

scuff the surface.

While I emphasize no abrasives,
paint shops and professional detaii-
ers use abrasives to repair paint
damage. As an example, ultra-fine
wet sanding paper, in the 1500 to
2000 grit rating, can be effectively
used to blend paint repairs. A
skilled detailer can wet sand a

clearcoat when virtually everything
else has failed to restore its original
look. But you need skill and experi
ence to do it without further surface

damage. I once wet sanded and
rebuffed my 1995 Porsche 993 after
driving through an accident scene
where battery acid had spilled. The
acid left permanent black stains in
my Speed Yellow paint (solid colors,
like Speed Yellow, do not have a
clearcoat finish. Wet sanding with
2000-grlt paper was my only
recourse.

continued on page 16
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Snidel;>fe Annual Trek To The Track 2002
"Nell^ Revengd

As you can see, Snidely is sort of "tied-up"! Therefore, I, Nell Fenwick, have decided to take matters into my
own hands. This year's event I call "Nell's Revenge," an opportunity for all you women members, female family
members, or significant others to do the driving! Why should the guys have all the fun?

All of the devious details for a special day at Pocono Raceway on Saturday, May 25th are finally coming togeth
er. As stated last month, we will meet for breakfast at 7am at one of the two convenient area restau
rants and caravan to the track by 9:30 or so. There you can see many members preparing their cars,
ask tons of questions and see many of your friends turning laps. A lunch coupon for you and your
guest will allowyou to dine amongst the merriment. In addition, there will be a classroom instruc
tional session, a flagging opportunity out on the circuitand finally a series of laps around the track

that you drive under the guidance of an RTR
instructor....All of this to be followed by a

terrific free barbeque at the end
of the day where

you can discuss ali of the days
experiences with fellow enthusi
asts. Don't miss this neat opportu
nity to "see for yourself all for only
$25.00. So don't delay...only the first 20
cars will be able to participate. Fill out the
form below and return it with your check for
$25.00 today.

Nell

APPLICATION for "Nell's Revenge"

Send to - Attention: G. Frederick Bonsall, 437 High Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018 (610) 866-0505 (W)

Dear Fred,
Count me in. I want to be among the twenty car limit for this special event!
I will be coming alone. (please check)
I will be accompanied by

I will meet at 7:00 am for breakfast on Saturday, May 25, 2002 at:

Otto's Restaurant, Horsham

Charcoal Drive-in, Allentown

REQUIREMENTS: You must have a valid driver's license and be at least 18 years of age.
Reisentoter reserves the right to refuse any application

Name:

Street:

City:

Home Phone: ( )

E-mail:

PCA Region

Porsche Model and Year

I understand that this is a driver's education event and I will abide by the rules. I certify that I have no physi
cal or mental disorders witch might affect my ability to safely participate in this event.

Enclosed, please find my check for $25.00 made payable to RTR-PCA which includes a meal ticket for myself
and a guest.

Signature: Date:

der ossei* Mai-ch 2002

State: _ Zip:
Work Phone: (_

PCA Member #

Color
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Autocrossing - The Other Pedal

by Bob Schang, San Diego Region (from WINDBLOWN WITNESS)

So, you've been to 3 few autochosses you cgn
find youf w^y ^i^ound the seg of cones, follow "the
line" foi-the most p^rt, gn4 youVe been competitive
in youf- class a time or two. Then ag^in you may
have been autoct-ossing awhile an4 you measure
impi'ovements in your lap times in tenths ofa sec
ond. Regaled less ofyour level of expenence, what you
may learn hei-e will likely sur-pHse you.

When we all first started

autocrossing, the concept was
that the fastest way around the
course was to push on the gas
pedal as hard as possible as
much as possible. Our testos
terone challenged drivers would
argue that concept, and the more
we learned about going fast, the
more we learned that they would
be correct. After awhile though,
we learned that a smooth line will

produce the best lap times, and
the real place to gain time is on
the straightaways. Now since
courses are made up of straight
aways connected by curves, we
need to use the straightaways as
much as we possible can in
order to reduce our lap times.
We accomplish this by starting
the straightaway as soon as pos
sible in the corner leading on to
it, and maintaining the straight
away as long as possible before
we have to brake and turn into

the corner at the end of it.

Here we are going to talk
about maintaining the straight
away as long as
possible before we have to brake
and turn into the next corner. At

the end of the straightaway,
when we are slowing down for
the corner, we are not going as
fast as the rest of the straigh-

away, so we want to keep this
braking zone as short as possi
ble. This allows us to keep the
rest of the straightaway as long
as possible.

Keeping this braking zone as
short as possible is the problem
we have to solve to keep our lap
times down. Slowing a car down
from speed in a short distance is
not an easy task to learn. This
task is made even more difficult

in a car with the engine in the
rear (911?). The commandment
we hear most from the instructor

gods, when we are first learning
to drive the autocross courses, is
brake in a straight line. This is a
fairly easy concept to grasp:
don't turn the steering wheel
while our foot is on the brake

pedal. Obey this commandment
and a lot of those shrieking
sounds will disappear as you go
around corners, and your instruc
tor will be so proud of you. The
importance of braking a rear
engine car in a straight line can't
be overstressed, but, in order to
solve our little problem it is just
as important in a front engined
car, and here's why.

The only connection between
our car and the ground is at the
tires. Tire science is a black art

(sorry, I couldn't resist that), but

der March 2002

when all is said and done, tires
provide friction. The friction
between the tires and the ground
allow the car to turn, accelerate,
and brake. If there was no fric

tion between the tires and the

ground, the car couldn't do any
of these. But into each tire only
so much friction is built. We have

four tires on our cars, but each
one has only so much friction,
and this total amount is all we

have to work with. Now the fric

tion in the tires can be used to

turn, accelerate, or brake or any
combination of the three.

The total amount of friction we

use doing these three things
can't exceed the amount built

into the tires. For instance, if we
are braking the car there is only
so much friction left to either turn

or accelerate, no more. At the
extreme end of this rule: if we

are using all the friction in the
tires to brake, there is no more
friction to turn with. I bet when

you first started to autocross
there was a time or two (maybe
more) when you were braking
really hard and tried to turn into a
corner. Terrible screeching
sounds were probably heard and
as your car was sitting back
wards on the track the idea may
have hit you that this maneuver
does not work very well. You
were right! What you tried to do
was to use more friction than the

tires had built into them, and
when this happens they slide. So
now back to our problem of
keeping the braking zone as
short as possible. In order to do
this we have to use all the friction

in the tires to brake the car and

we can't use any to turn. Hence
the commandment break in a

straight line!
Okay, now that you have the

concept, let's put it to some prac-


